
The Uniting Word 
Lives That Really Matter 

    The leaves have fallen. The air is frosty. The melody of unnumerable songbirds has mostly 

faded. The harsh stillness of winter has arrived. Early? Perhaps. Inevitable? Absolutely.  

   We are mere weeks away from Thanksgiving. Typically, time has a way of shoving the      

accelerator to the floor after Thanksgiving, causing us to careen toward Christmas and crash 

into the new year. I wonder if this year will be different. I wonder if our experience with 

COVID-19 has provided enough of a change to significantly alter our typical, fast-paced rat 

race of a holiday season. Will we slow down enough to begin to settle in to the frosty, silent, 

harsh stillness that has come to us already?  

   Will we breathe deeply and calmly remember the many blessings that remain with us,     

despite the reality that we have experienced so much loss? Will we take the time to name, out 

loud, the things we are thankful for? Will we give special attention to those things that really 

matter in our lives - our relationships? Will we choose to love others instead of insisting on 

one’s own right-ness or one’s own rights? Will we do the hard, sometimes painful work of 

building bridges that have been obliterated by selfishness, spite, politics, and the drama that 

comes with all of those?  

   How much we have changed already this year! I, for one, find myself less interested in 

stressing over gifts and shopping, and more interested in seeing people. Perhaps it is         

because I am still unsure what/how/if gatherings will take place. Perhaps it is because I 

have learned, as a direct consequence of COVID-19, that my social relationships are much 

more important than I ever thought they were. Perhaps it’s because this is the year I buried 

my dad. Perhaps it is everything at the same time.  

   Stillness. Quiet. Bareness. Icy chill. All of these seeping into my bones to slow me down and 

bring calm; to bring me to a standstill and force me to ask, “What really matters here?”  

   Then, in the silence, God speaks, and the chaos is overcome. God speaks, and light shines 

in the darkness. God speaks, the earth melts and the stones sing for joy. God speaks, and the 

kingdoms of this world tremble. God speaks, and life springs forth from the death(s) that    

surround us.  

   The voice of the Lord sounds, “Be still, and know that I am God. Wake up, O sleepers! Wake 

up! Really, what is important right now?” Images of the faces of real human beings flash      

before my eyes; people who are made in the image of God; people who are sinners forgiven 

and redeemed by Christ; people with whom I need to be reconciled; people with the same 

fears, struggles, burdens  

   What really is important here? Breathe deeply and listen for the voice of the Lord to speak.  

           Rev. D. J. Rasner  

November  2020 

United Lutheran Church  906-875-6591 Crystal Falls, MI 
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Brian Dalpra, Evelyn Carlson (Iron River Nursing Home), Ray Farrell, Dave Forslund,   

Helen Forslund, Betsy Hagberg (Iron River Nursing Home), Roberta Lehto, Eugene “Mac” 

McGregor, Pearl Ross, Dennis Wagner, Rhonda Wickerham, Leif and Scott Williamson  

MEDICAL CARE FACILITY 

Alton Beck, Sandy Clark, Bob Dalpra, Char Grandahl, Kay Griesser, Dick Hendrickson, 

Ruth Ellen Larson, Vi Lehtinen, Agnes Lehto, JoAnn Nyholm, Russ Oss, Helen Perry,     

Patricia Robichaud, and Margaret Stender  

VICTORIAN HEIGHTS:  Dorothy Carlson 

   Couple of addresses 

   Chris & Joe Harkness  Kaaren Ness  Evelyn Pearson 

   3 River Pointe Lane  4070 Murphy Court  Lexington Pointe Senior Living 

   Negaunee, MI 49866  Corona, CA   92881  3385 Discovery Rd. Apt. 237 

         Eagan, MN  55121 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --  

SHIPPING OF QUILTS 

Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp dining hall will be the drop off point for 

Lutheran World Relief quilts. You may drop off your quilts in on          

Nov. 16 - 25 from 9-5 PM. 

FINANCIAL INFO AS OF OCTOBER 27 

General Fund                        

Income        9,982.00 

Expenses  11,449.39 

Balance    $ 7,457.14 

 

Memorial Fund   

Income        125.21                   

Expenses    937.41  

Balance  $4,211.24 

Building Fund   

 Income           192.00    

 Expenses    1,309.50     

 Balance    $ 5,559.62 

 

Youth Fund   

Income        255.00      

Expenses      - - -   

Balance   $4,949.34 

Many thanks for 

your continued 

support!   

October average 

weekly  

attendance: 43 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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MESSAGE FROM OUR CHURCH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Greetings, 

   Covid continues to be an increasing problem in our community. My prayers go out to all who ei-

ther are personally or have family members afflicted with this virus.  What seemed to be  a "distant" 

problem this spring has definitely caused a wide array of problems and issues in our communi-

ty this fall.  As Thanksgiving and Christmas approach, there will definitely be increased challenges 

as to how we celebrate and interact not just as friends and families, but as a church communi-

ty.  Although it will not be "business as usual" for these holidays I am certain that the creativity and 

faith of our members will shine through to still honor the spirit and meaning of these seasons.  

   At our council meeting on October 12th we agreed to continue with the Saturday and Sunday 

"drive-in" services  until our November council meeting or there was something that came up 

that warranted a change.  So far it looks like we will continue with Saturday at the theater and     

Sunday at Scott Kenney's office building.    As always, we are continually looking for options to   

continue United's ministry and worship. Any suggestions are welcome.  

   With Pastor DJ being out of town on October 17-18, it was great to see Chris Harkness lead the      

Sunday morning worship on October 18th. It was tremendous for her to share her family's health     

trials and tribulations, and how their faith is getting them through it.  A heartfelt thank you to Chris 

for making the trip from Negaunee to minister to us once again.  

   In regard to the worship services, thank you to the Board of Worship & Music (Rachel, Marsha, and 

Ruth) for all they do to make our services work.  Also thank you to Scott and Nancy for providing a 

place to worship on Sunday morning, it is greatly appreciated. And to the city of Crystal Falls for 

the use of the parking lot behind Crystal Theatre. 

   When we interviewed Pastor DJ during the call process, he mentioned how he would like to incor-

porate nature and the outdoors into our ministry. I wonder if standing outside conducting services 

in 20 degree weather with snow on the ground while the rest of us are in our warm vehicles is what 

he had in mind.  Thanks for making worship work Pastor DJ.  

   United will once again let Marquette UP Health Systems have a blood drive at United on Thursday, 

November 5th from 12:30-5:00 PM. If you are comfortable doing it, please come and donate blood. 

We have the same assurances from UP Health Systems regarding pandemic safety precautions that 

they will have in place. If you have any hesitancy about coming indoors to donate, please do not 

give blood at this time.  For those who come, please observe all the protocols that are in place for 

the safety of you and others. 

    I will close with this prayer: " Thank you God for granting us patience and perseverance during 

this pandemic.   Your guidance is both sought and valued.  Lord in your mercy hear our prayer." 

   Stay safe, healthy, and United. 

          God’s blessings, 

          Buck 
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COUNCIL MEETING INFO 

OCTOBER 12, 2020 

Members present:  Wilma Kallies, Scott Kenney, Al Anderson, Betty Palmer, Harry   

Kallies, Zach Hautala, Brian Perry,  Nancy Clark, and Pastor Dave.   

Also Present:  Marsha Wainio 
 

  

The following motions were approved: 

• Move the Saturday drive-in worship service to the pavilion at the Iron County   

Medical Care Facility and purchase 20 portable FM radios for facility residents to 

be able to listen to the service.   Cost of up to $15 per radio, contingent on a       

successful transmission test within the facility.  

• Allow Locker Lunches to use United’s kitchen on Sun., Dec. 13th, from 3 – 7 PM for 

a Spaghetti To-Go Dinner fundraiser.  This is a back-up plan for them in case the 

use of the FP School falls through.  

• Amend church signage to address that masks are required per church policy. 

•  Delay Affirmation of Baptism ceremony to a later date to be decided at a future 

council meeting. 
  

Board Reports: 

• Public Relations & Outreach reported that United was awarded the full $500 grant 

from the NGL Synod and will be sending $250 to St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry 

and using $250 for scholarships to Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp.   

• Christian Education & Youth Ministry reported that Amanda Rasner has agreed to 

teach one of the church school classes when they begin.  

• Church Property reported that there is no air filtration system available for     

United’s  furnace and AC system.  The church custodian is looking into getting 

better  furnace filters.  It was also reported that a contract for the state mandated  

elevator weight test has been negotiated with ThyssenKrupp Elevator at a cost of 

$1,875. 

 

Next Church Council Meeting:  Mon., Nov. 9 at 6:00 pm. All  congregation      

members are welcome to attend and will have voice, but no vote. 
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NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

George & Patty Hilberg            11/02/1985 

 Jim & Donna Nocerini               11/06/1965 

 Terry & Mary Jean Thoreson   11/09/1974 

 John & Britt Brozak                     11/24/2000 

 Walt & Alice Hagglund             11/26/1966 

November Birthdays 

Birthday & Anniversary 

Caller Schedule 

  November - Lorna Anderson 

  December - Faye Heimerl  
(first half of month, 

one more person 

needed) 

   January - Rocky Scarlassara 

1 - Sarah Bortolini 

2 - Scott Kenney 

3 - Cheryle Dropps 

      Margaret Stender 

4 - Brian Perry 

     Margie Surface 

5 - Sandy Clark 

     Mike Johnson 

7 - Glenn Lehto 

      Buck Peterson 

      Bobbie Stoor 

10 - Greydon Fischer 

        Michelle Kenney 

11 - Joan Schiavo 

12 - Vicki West 

13 - Marilyn Caylor 

14 - Ruth Warmanen 

15 - Mark Hegstrom 

        Holly Rucinski 

16 - Steph Nocerini 

18 - Nickolas Stachowicz 

        Macy Johnson 

20 - Faye Heimerl 

22 - Faye Fabbri 

23 - Owen Hendricks 

        Wendy Schiavo 

24 - Lisa Bandola 

        Bonnie Bruce 

25 - Ken Lamprecht 

27 -  Brenda Willman 

        Christopher Coonrod 

        Gage Clements 

28 - Jerry Aho 

        Sally Hedtke 

29 - Victor Koski 

30 - Jerry Groop 
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United Lutheran Church  

906-875-6591      email: unitedluth@gmail.com       website: www.unitedluth.com 

Pastor: Rev. D.J. Rasner (906)231-4905 

WORSHIP SERVICES: Sunday 9 AM. ‘drive in’         Saturday 4 PM “drive in” 

        parking lot at 1374 Commercial Ave.   parking lot behind Crystal 

                  (Scott Kenney office)                                      Theatre (Third and Crystal Ave.)  

Office hours: Mon - Fri:  8:30 – Noon  

Congregation Chairman: Don Peterson  Office Manager: Alisa Nelson 

Bookkeeper: Linda Hammerberg   Custodian: Scott McGregor  

Organist: Rachael Koivisto              Choir director: Marsha Wainio 
 

Deadline for submissions for the Dec. newsletter is Nov. 25 at 10:30 am. Please let the 

office know of any changes to your address, phone number, or email. 

All Saint’s Eve Ecumenical Service in Amasa 

Bethany Lutheran Church will be having a short ecumenical service at the Hema-

tite Cemetery in Amasa at 3 PM. on Oct. 31. All are encouraged to bring a candle 

in a jar or an LED light to place on the grave of their loved one. 

NEW INTERN AT FORTUNE LAKE LUTHERAN CAMP 

The Camp welcomes intern, Mikhail Moran, who began on October 26 and is a 

part of the camp’s year-round staff through Summer 2021. Mikhail has this to say: 

“Hi everyone! I have been coming to camp since I was quite young. When I was 

done being a camper, I started working here. I’ve worked at Fortune Lake the 

past three summers and have loved every second of it. For me it’s always been the best 

place to go when you want or need clarity. Fortune Lake has helped me so much over the 

years in my faith and I can’t wait to be a part of its mission. This camp has always had love of 

others and the grace of God in it. I am beyond excited to be starting as Camp Intern and 

hope everyone who reads this is in good health! God bless!” 


