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It’s a Christmas song seldom sung, but everywhere I go I try to sing it: 
 

Jesus, Jesus! Oh, what a wonderful child! 
Jesus, Jesus! So holy, meek and mild! 
New life, new hope the child will bring 
Listen to the angels sing, 
“Glory! Glory! Glory! Let the heavens ring!” 
  —ELW 297 

 
That’s the whole song. It has a real snappy tune. It’s a toe-tapper, finger-snapper, hip-shaker of a song. I can’t 
help but move a little when I sing it, both because of its musicality and also, I think, because it’s a message 
worth moving for. The holy, meek, mild child Jesus brings new life and new hope, and all of creation cries out, 
“Glory!” 
 
He brings new life. He brings new hope. That is a message worth singing. All of human history has been 
fraught with tension, animosity, division, competition and violence. We have made it normal to divide  
ourselves off into groups, set up barriers to protect ourselves from the other, and then to take every opportunity 
to dehumanize everyone who is not in our group—who doesn’t belong to “us.” That is life as we know it, or 
better put, as we’ve created it. 
 
But He brings new life! He brings life as we have never known it. Jesus brings a countercultural,  
counterintuitive, almost revolutionary life. Jesus brings life that breaks down barriers and walls. Jesus brings 
life that destroys divisions and unites the human people into one human people! Jesus brings a life that drives 
each of us into the lives of each other, particularly into the lives of those whom we have deemed “other,” or 
part of a group that we do not belong to. 
 
He is a wonderful child! Holy, meek and mild, Jesus has a simple directness about him that cuts through the 
animosity, tension and competition and goes right to our hearts and souls, speaking new and different life—a 
different way of being that is more in line with how the Lord created us. He brings us to a deeper  
understanding of ourselves and more fundamental way of being human. 
 
He is the Christ, and He is our hope! 
 
 
Rev. D. J. Rasner 





2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

New Year’s Day 

4 worship 

2 

9 worship 

10 coffee 

2 Documentary 

6 AA 

3 

2:20 School 

7AA 

4 

12 Tai Chi 

2:20 School 

5 

10 Bible study 

 

6 7 

Pastor’s day off 

9 Quilts 

8 

4 worship 

9 

9 worship 

10 coffee 

6 AA 

10 

10 FLLC 

2:20 School 

6 Exec. Council 

7AA 

11 

12 Tai Chi 

2:20 School 

12 

10 Bible study 

6 Confirmation 

13 

12:30 Blood 

Drive 

14 

Pastor’s day off 

9 Quilts 

15 

4 worship 

16 

9 worship 

10 coffee 

6 AA 

17 

2:20 School 

7AA 

18 

12 Tai Chi 

2:20 School 

19 

10 Bible study 

20 21 

Pastor’s day off 

9 Quilts 

22 

4 worship 

23 

9 worship 

10 coffee 

6 AA 

24 

2:20 School 

7AA 

25 

12 Tai Chi 

2:20 School 

26 

10 Bible study 

6 Confirmation 

27 28 

Pastor’s day off 

9 Quilts 

29 

4 worship 

30 

ANNUAL 

MEETING 

9 worship 

10 coffee 

6 AA 

31 

12 Papa  

Murphy’s Pizza 

Order Due 

2:20 School 

7AA 

     



Happy New Year, 
 
Covid continues to be with us.  We continue to recommend masks during church services; hand sanitizer and masks are 
available for both services.  Social distance at your comfort level and respect others’ wishes please.  
 
Speaking of Covid our new office manager and her family contracted Covid and she was out for most of mid-December. 
I am happy to report that they have all recovered and Kristina is back in the office this week.  We appreciate everyone's 
understanding of the disruption in having the office staffed.  Other than that, her schedule of Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday from 8 AM-4 PM seems to be working well and will continue into the New Year.  
 
As I have mentioned in the past two newsletters, we will have several vacancies on the council when terms expire at 
the annual meeting.  Please give prayerful consideration to serving on the council. Don't let things like current council 
meeting dates and times dissuade you. The new council will jointly decide on when the meetings will be held.  Also, 
remember that the council meets six times a year, not monthly.  Let myself or another council member know if you are 
interested in serving on the council starting at the annual meeting on January 30, 2022.  Any confirmed member of 
United is eligible to be on the council. 
 
The Sunday service on December 5th was a unique experience.  Pastor DJ was in Iron River at First Lutheran for the  
installation of their new Vicar/intern and had arranged for Pastor Doug Johnson to fill in at United.  I was the lector that 
day and at 9:00 it dawned on me that I hadn't seen Pastor Doug yet. I asked the usher, Jim Hakala, if he had seen the 
pastor and he hadn't.  At that moment, I saw Marsha Wainio come out of the Sacristy and she gestured that the pastor 
wasn't there.  It was and had been snowing fairly hard; so, we thought he might just be held up because of the weather 
and we should proceed with the service until he arrived.   
 
At a fund-raising event for the Contemporary Center the night before, I mentioned to Evelyn Gathu that Pastor DJ was 
looking for names of congregation members that would be willing to run a service when he was out of town. I told her 
how impressed I was with the job she had done the year before and asked if it was okay to add her to the list of 
names.  She said she enjoyed the experience and would be happy to do it again.  Little did either of us know how  
quickly that opportunity would come.   When I saw her that morning, I asked if she would be willing to do the sermon if 
I conducted the rest of the service.  She said she would work on it and let me know when I finished the gospel lesson. 
When I finished reading the gospel, Evelyn said she was good to go. She just did a phenomenal job with the sermon of 
relating her experiences the previous day into the readings from that morning.  Just as I was finishing the prayers, I saw 
Pastor Johnson standing to the side of the pews, he then took over and finished the service.  He had gone in the ditch 
and a friend had pulled him out. 
 
Three years ago, if anybody had asked me to take over a service on a moment's notice, I probably would have run out 
the door.  After our experiences of the last three years, it just seemed like another moment for us to come together 
and make things work. When I got up in the pulpit to start the service I looked out and all I saw was friends who were 
supportive and understanding. From Marsha getting me set up with the mic and sound system, to Harry Kallies blessing 
me as lector, to a choir member handing me the list of people to pray for (that I had forgotten in the pew), to Evelyn 
agreeing to preach on very short notice. It was a great "trust in God" experience.  
 
The next Blood Drive at United is on January 13, 2022. Please donate if you are able to give blood. 
 
As always, we are continually looking for options to continue United's ministry and worship.  
Any suggestions are welcome. 
 
 
" Thank you for granting us patience and perseverance during this pandemic.    
Your guidance is both sought and valued.  Lord in your mercy...." 
 
Buck 
 



Name  ____________________________________ 

Phone Number ____________________________ 

The Youth of United are selling large  

Papa Murphy’s Take and Bake Pizza.   

All pizzas will be prepared by Papa Murphy’s staff 

and ready to pop in the oven. Orders must be picked 

up on Saturday, February 12th  from  1:00 - 3:00  pm. 

OR  

 on Sunday, February 13th  from 10:00 to Noon. 

NO SPECIAL ORDERS 

 

ORDER DEADLINE IS Noon on Monday, January 31st 
 

Proceeds will be used for retreat or camp  

scholarships. 

Please prepay for your order.  Make checks payable to: United Lutheran Church  

Total quantity and price 

Pizza (only Large pizzas) Qty. Price Total 

 Cheese Pizza  $11  

 Sausage & Cheese  $12  

 Pepperoni & Cheese   $12  

 Deluxe –  sausage, pep-

peroni,  onions, mushrooms, 

olives, & green      peppers, 

 $15  

     Chicken & Cheese  $15  

Please prepay for your order.  Make checks payable to: United Lutheran Church  

The Youth of United are selling large  

Papa Murphy’s Take and Bake Pizza.   

All pizzas will be prepared by Papa Murphy’s staff 

and ready to pop in the oven. Orders must be picked 

up on Saturday, February 12th  from  1:00 - 3:00  pm. 

OR  

 on Sunday, February 13th  from 10:00 to Noon. 

NO SPECIAL ORDERS 

 

ORDER DEADLINE IS Noon on Monday, January 31st 
 

Proceeds will be used for retreat or camp  

scholarships. 

Pizza (only Large pizzas) Qty. Price Total 

 Cheese Pizza  $11  

 Sausage & Cheese  $12  

 Pepperoni & Cheese   $12  

 Deluxe –  sausage, pep-

peroni,  onions, mushrooms, 

olives, & green      peppers, 

 $15  

     Chicken & Cheese  $15  

Name  ____________________________________ 

Phone Number ____________________________ 

Total quantity and price 



HUG ME 
 
I wish I could give you a hug right now. I really do. I’d squeeze you so firmly that your eardrums would pop. 
 
I would hold you for a long time, too. I would hug you for five, ten, or thirty minutes. Long enough for everything to start 
getting a little weird. Then I’d hug you some more. 
 
Because people need hugs. We need them in a biological way. 
 
Oh, sure, you probably think you’re doing all right in a hug-less world. You think you’re surviving just fine without all that  
sappy Oprah Winfrey business. You’re tough. You’re self-sufficient. You’re smart. You’re intelligent. You drink V8. 
 
But you’re wrong, pal. You need hugs. You need someone to embrace you, for your own health, and you need it right this 
moment. 
 
You see, when two people hug, their hearts are squished together, only separated by inches of bone, adipose, and muscle. 
During a hug, the two cardiac pumps actually start beating together like two kettle drums making perfect music. 
 
Sort of like two violinists, playing Strauss. Or like two clarinetists in junior-high, playing “Somewhere Over The Rainbow”  
simultaneously, but in two very different keys. 
 
You probably know this already, but hugs release a chemical in the brain called oxytocin, which is what most neurologists  
refer to as the body’s “Woodstock” hormone. 
 
Oxytocin is a neurotransmitter that makes you feel, quite literally, loved. It is the body’s own love drug. 
 
When you give or get a hug, your body is flooded with oxytocin, your “love” hormone levels go through the stratosphere. 
Your blood pressure goes down, your immune system improves, and your mammary glands begin producing more milk. 
Which is nothing short of a miracle, especially if you’re male. 
 
In short, a hug can save a person’s life. 
 
When I was a boy, at our church there was a volunteer program called the Baby Savers. The idea was simple. Anyone could 
sign up to cuddle and hug premature babies in the neonatal intensive care unit at the local hospital. 
 
Church ladies did this because cuddling was medically proven to improve a preemie’s chance of survival. Physical touch  
stimulates a newborn’s immune system, circulatory system, central nervous system, and all the other systems. Simply put, 
babies who are not touched will die. 
 
Well, there was this man in our church who I am going to call Clyde. That wasn’t his real name, Clyde isn’t anyone’s real 
name. Clyde was a large Black man with cotton white hair and a quiet disposition. In fact, he rarely spoke. Clyde’s wife did all 
his talking for him. 
 
His wife was wonderful. Everyone loved her. She was an outgoing, animated woman, with a powerful voice. She sang soprano 
in the choir and could belt out hymns loud enough to crack the glass above the baptismal. 
 
When Clyde’s wife died he almost died with her. The poor man was a wreck. He was stuck inside his house for almost a year. 
He lost his job, his gumption, and he became famously depressed. 
 
People from the church would stop by his home to deliver cheese-laden casseroles, enormous dinners, and spend time with 
him. But truthfully, nothing could bring Clyde out of his funk. 
 
That’s when my aunt added Clyde’s name to the Baby Savers sign-up sheet. 
 
My aunt tells the story better than I do, but she recalls watching this six-foot-nine man, with shoulders wider than a Buick 
Roadmaster, walk into the NICU and lift a premature baby in his herculean hands. 
 
Clyde sat in a rocking chair and cradled infants until the night shift nurses had to send him home. He was back the next  
morning even though he wasn’t on the schedule. He hugged babies again the following day, too. And the day after that. 
 
My aunt says one afternoon Clyde started crying when he was holding a preemie. He started heaving and quivering so badly 
they had to take the baby from his arms. 
 
Then, all the little-old-lady volunteers surrounded Clyde and group-hugged him until they practically smothered him. My aunt 
said she had never seen a grown man cry that hard before. She also said that hugging babies is what eventually brought the 
old man back to life. 
 
Years later, I saw that man in a grocery store. He was stocking the shelves when he recognized me. The first thing he did was 
come at me with his arms open. It was a colossal hug. 
 
We held each other in the middle of the supermarket and I was lost in his embrace. Clyde slapped my back and I slapped his, 
as Christmas music played over the intercom. 
 
And, even if only for a moment, I felt the profound weight of love. Real love. Biologically transforming love. The same love 
that made this universe. The same love that is saving this selfish and tired human race, even as we speak. 
 
Then I came directly home and wrote this. 
 
Sean Dietrich  



 

     Life is fragile, handle with prayer 

Helen Beck, Brian Dalpra, Faith Engstrom, Ray Farrell, Helen Forslund,  
Roberta Lehto, Preslie Mantsch, Pearl Ross, Cheryl Wescher,  
Dennis Wagner, Tom Westcott, Martha Wilde (Cheryl Dropps’ mom),  
Leif & Scott Williamson, Richard Hammerberg, and Mike Turner  

 

MEDICAL CARE FACILITY 
Alton Beck, Sandy Clark, Bob Dalpra, Dick Hendrickson,  
Janet Hendrickson, Vi Lehtinen, Agnes Lehto, Helen Perry,  
and Norma Takala 
 

Ushers Lector Coffee Hour  Counters  

Charlie Bandaccari Janie Bandaccari  Monday  

Linda Hammerberg & 

Gail Koski 

2nd 

Nancy Clark Brian Perry Charlie and Janie Bandaccari Sally Hedke & 

Stephanie Nocerini 

9th 

Paul Dalpra Jim Hakala  Harry Kallies &  

Kristina Buness 

16th 

Dean Hendrickson Evelyn Gathu  Jeff Heimerl & 

Scott McGregor 

23rd 

Harry Kallies Harry Kallies  Linda Hammerberg & 

Kristina Buness 

30th 

Senior Adult Day at Fortune Lake Camp  
Monday, January 10 (10 am - 2 pm)    
Topic will be "Exercise for the mind and body." (Neither will be too strenuous!)   
Make reservations for lunch with Ruth Warmanen ($10 donation requested). 

Tim Warmanen's documentary  

The Humongous Fungus Among Us  
will be shown on WNMU-TV PBS (Channel 13)  
Sunday, January 2nd at 2 pm CT.   
If you missed seeing it in 2021, see it in the new year! 



Tuesday, January 4 
Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, vegetables, salad bar and 
homemade dessert 

Wednesday, January 5 
Baked chicken, rice pilaf, vegetables, salad bar,  
homemade dessert 

Tuesday, January 11 
Tender beef tips, egg noodles, vegetables, salad bar, 
homemade dessert 

Wednesday, January 12 
Kielbasa with kraut, parslied potatoes, vegetables,  
salad bar, homemade dessert 

Tuesday, January 18 
Baked ham, sweet potatoes, oven brown potatoes,  
vegetables, salad bar, homemade dessert 

Wednesday, January 19 
Spaghetti with meatballs, garlic bread, vegetables,  
salad bar, homemade dessert 

Tuesday, January 25 
Beef stew, biscuits, vegetables, salad bar, 
homemade dessert 

Wednesday, January 26 
Roast pork loin, mashed potatoes, vegetables, salad bar, 
homemade dessert 

United Lutheran Church  
 

906-875-6591      website: www.unitedluth.com 
                          Pastor: Rev. D.J. Rasner (906)231-4905       pastor.unitedluth@gmail.com   
 

   WORSHIP TIMES  
face masks recommended at both worship services   

                                 Sunday 9 AM (in person or drive-up) * Saturday 4 PM (basement chapel) 
 
 
 

 
  

 
Congregation Chairman: Buck Peterson (president.unitedluth@gmail.com) 

Office manager: Kristina Buness (unitedluth@gmail.com) 
Bookkeeper: Linda Hammerberg          Custodian: Scott McGregor  
Organist: Rachael Koivisto                        Choir director: Marsha Wainio 

 

Help us keep our records up to date by letting us know of any changes to your address,  
phone number, or email. 

Ruth Ellen Larson January 1st 
Violet Lehtinen January 10th 

Brian Dalpra January 10th 
Janet Hendrickson January 13th 
James Waligursky January 15th 

John Kuzak January 17th 
Helen Perry January 18th 

Jackie Giuliani January 21st 
Sheri Giordana January 22nd 
Maria Peterson January 23rd 

John Brozak January 24th 
Todd Loehr January 25th 

Robert Stoor January 27th 
Paula Arcand January 28th 

Lucy Korhonen January 28th 

Funeral Circle Rotation 

• Diana Waligursky- Sarah Circle 

• Linda Hammerberg- Rebecca Circle 

• Vicki West- Rachel Circle 

• Rocky Scarlassera- Priscilla Circle 

Recycle Your Printer Inkjet Cartridges  

Drop them off in the marked box outside of 

the church office.  


