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Autumnal Grace 
 

It all adds together. I step outside and my eyes are overwhelmed by the rich variety of color; my nose is 

overpowered by the earthy scent of decay; my skin �ngles with the sensa�on of the crispness in the air 

alongside the warmth of the sun; my ears are perked with every flock of geese flying over. Every year we get 

to experience the fantas�c display of death and new life that comes with Autumn. It's almost as if we experi-

ence death and resurrec�on at exactly the same moment. I honestly cannot imagine living anywhere that 

does not experience the four seasons like we do here in the Upper Peninsula. 
 

It's amazing to me what takes over when the temperature drops and when the leaves begin to change. I find 

myself becoming more a&uned to the animals around me. I begin looking for signs of migra�on and,          

although some may not understand this, that hunter ins�nct within me also comes alive. I wonder if it is 

some primal drive for life that triggers it. Is there something in my DNA that senses the approaching winter 

and forces me to become hyper aware of the need to gather enough food to make it through? Is it some-

thing as biological and as primal as that basic need to survive? I don't know. All I know is that I become more 

a&uned to what's going on around me in the woods, in the air, amongst the animals, and within myself. 
 

We see it in the trees. These trees, which gave so much freshness and so much vibrancy throughout the 

Summer, are beginning to hunker down and prepare for the long winter themselves. Colors are changing, 

leaves are dropping, the food from the trees is dropping, and the animals are gathering. With every falling 

leaf and every acorn that clangs on the top of my car, there is that sense of sleep and rest that is awakened 

in all of crea�on. Is it death? Of course not! However, I wonder if it is a precursor of the death and resurrec-

�on that is to come for all of God's crea�on. I wonder if this season of Autumn that we experience every 

year of our lives is one of God's ways of slowly and methodically preparing the human creature for its own 

death and the life that is to come in Christ Jesus. I wonder. 
 

With my senses heightened at this �me of year and ins�ncts aroused within me to gather and prepare for 

the slow, methodical rest of winter, and with the an�cipa�on of the new life that is to come in Spring as 

birds return and leaves appear and flowers push forth from the ground, I can't help but wonder if God is  

saying to all of us, like it says in Psalm 46, “Be s�ll and know that I am God. I am exalted among the na�ons, I 

am exalted in the earth.” I wonder if this is God's way of saying to you and to me, as it says in Revela�on 21, 

“Behold, I make all things new.” 
 

Do we trust God to make all things new? Well, maybe we should ask the ques�on differently: Do we find 

God trustworthy enough to make all things new? Yes, that is the ques�on. Is God trustworthy? Well, look 

around and see for yourself. Pay a&en�on to what is going on around you and within you. Is God             

trustworthy? 

 Pr. D. J. Rasner 



FINANCIAL  INFO FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

 

General Fund        Building Fund 

Income   $10,701.47      Income     $ 147.00 

Expenses 13,635.53      Expenses      171.87 

Balance    $ 4,196.50    Balance    $5,222.74 

 

Youth Fund           Memorial Fund 

Income $   225.00     Income      $3,150.00 

Expenses      0.00     Expenses           0.00 

Balance  $5,422.34     Balance     $9,565.56 
  

Thank you for your support! 

Average weekly attendance for Sept.: 50  
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LOOKING AHEAD 

Oct. 2 - Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp Fall Fest  

Oct. 6 - Bible Study begins every Wed. at 10 AM 

Oct. 11 & 12 No Church School 

Oct. 11 - Congrega�on Council mee�ng 

Oct. 14 - Alisa’s last day 

Oct. 16 - Jake Jacobson and Ashley Buell wedding 

Oct. 31 - Affirma�on of Bap�sm ceremony 

Nov. 7 - Daylight Savings Time begins 

Nov. 11 - Blood Drive 

Nov. 22 & 23 - No Church School 

Nov. 24 - No Bible study 

Nov. 25 - Thanksgiving Day, church office closed 

Nov. 28 - Advent begins 

 

_|yx |á yÜtz|Äx? {tÇwÄx ã|à{ ÑÜtçxÜ_|yx |á yÜtz|Äx? {tÇwÄx ã|à{ ÑÜtçxÜ_|yx |á yÜtz|Äx? {tÇwÄx ã|à{ ÑÜtçxÜ_|yx |á yÜtz|Äx? {tÇwÄx ã|à{ ÑÜtçxÜ    
Helen Beck, Evelyn Carlson (Iron River Nursing Home), Brian Dalpra, Faith Engstrom, Ray Farrell, Helen 

Forslund, Preslie Mantsch, Pearl Ross, Susan  Sullenger, Dennis Wagner, Tom Westco&, Mike Wheeler, 

Martha Wilde (Cheryl Dropps’ mom), and Leif & Sco& Williamson 

 

MEDICAL CARE FACILITY 

Alton Beck, Sandy Clark, Bob Dalpra, Dick Hendrickson, Janet Hendrickson, Ruth Ellen Larson, Vi 

Leh�nen, Agnes Lehto, JoAnn Nyholm,  Helen Perry, and Norma Takala 
 

VICTORIAN HEIGHTS:  Dorothy Carlson 

Funeral Circle Rota on 

• Diana Waligursky - Sarah Circle 

• Linda Hammerberg - Rebecca Circle 

• Rachael Koivisto - Rachael Circle 

• Rocky Scarlassara - Priscilla Circle 

Office Manager Posi on (20-25 hrs/week) 

Posi�on available at United Lutheran Church. 

Du�es include monthly publica�ons, scheduling, 

answering phone and email; maintaining        

records, and other office du�es. 

Applicants should be posi�ve and professional in 

demeanor, proficient with internet and comput-

er programs (Word, Excel, Publisher), able to 

work without supervision, trustworthy with  

confiden�al ma&ers. 

Experience preferred but not required. Schedule 

and pay is nego�able. Job descrip�on available 

upon request. Submit resumes to:                  

president.unitedluth@gmail.com 

or mail to:     United Lutheran Church 

                        Mutual Ministry Team 

                        506 Superior Ave., P.O Box 390 

                        Crystal Falls, MI 49920 

Pastor DJ will be having a Bible study  every 

Wed. at 10 AM, beginning on Oct. 6. 
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Gree�ngs, 

Covid is s�ll hanging on.  We con�nue to recommend masks during church services. Hand sani�zer and masks 

are available for both services.  Social distance at your comfort level and respect others  wishes please.   

Coffee hour has been happening aRer the Sunday service and con�nues to be well received. Thank you to 

everybody who has hosted and is signed up to host coffee hours.  I encourage others to sign up to host. It is a 

great fellowship experience  

Thank you to Carolyn Lawrence, for preaching at both services this past weekend. It is always great to have 

her back.  

We were hoping to have a community event  at the church in November, but because of Covid uncertainty 

we are postponing that event un�l spring.  We have another event planned in February, more details on that 

in the next newsle&er.    

Here is a message we received from U.P. Health Systems:  "Yet again another amazing blood drive at the 

church on September 2
nd

!  We saw 28 people and got 23 units of blood. That’s 69 lives saved across the Up-

per Peninsula.  Thank you again for allowing us to use the church. We love seeing the community there. We 

look forward to coming back on November 11
th

"    Many thanks to all who donated and for those who are 

able to donate, please put November 11
th

 on your calendar.  

At the September Council mee�ng it was decided we need to re-organize our home-bound visits and        

communion program.  As with many things, Covid has impacted this program, but we feel there is a need to 

re-invigorate this program when both the visitors and those being visited are comfortable with it.  

At the Council mee�ng we also discussed United’s Christmas services and what the interest would be with 

doing an 11:00 PM service along with an earlier service.  Let the Pastor or a council memeber know what you 

think about that op�on.  

Many thanks to the Board of Church Proper�es, in par�cular Al Anderson and Charlie Bandaccari, for their 

work on fixing the leaking wall in the basement, patching the sidewalk, and adding washed stone on the west 

side of the church.  

It is good to see church school and confirma�on classes resuming. Thanks to all involved in geTng these    

educa�on/ministry efforts going once again.  

With deep regrets we are saying good-bye to Alisa Nelson who is leaving the office manager posi�on at    

United aRer 14 1/2 years.   Many thanks to Alisa for all she has done and accomplished for United and the 

congrega�on.  God bless and best wishes. You will be missed.  

As always we are looking for op�ons to con�nue United's ministry and worship. Sugges�ons are welcome. 

Let us pray: " Thank you God for gran�ng  us pa�ence and perseverance during this pandemic.   Your        

guidance is sought and valued.  Lord in your mercy hear our prayer."  

                                Buck Peterson 

Congrega�on  Council  President 
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Members present:  Buck Peterson, Al Anderson, Brian Perry, Emily Hendricks, Zach Hautala, Wilma Kallies, Harry 

Kallies, Be&y Palmer, and Nancy Clark.   Also present:  Pastor D.J. 
 

The following mo ons were approved: 

• Accept the financial reports as presented and pay bills as funds allow.  

• United’s worship services will con�nue as is -  9 AM Sunday, indoors in the sanctuary and transmi&ed to the 

parking lot and at 4 PM Saturday in the basement chapel.  The recommended wearing of facemasks during 

worship services will con�nue un�l further no�ce and the use of pre-packaged communion will con�nue. 

• To rescind the August mee�ng mo�on (Ongoing business H.2) to accept and forward the Cons�tu�on & By-

laws to the Synod with recommended changes at that �me.  

• To accept United’s Cons�tu�on & Bylaws recommended changes as discussed at this mee�ng and forward to 

the synod office for review.  

• Approve a request from Adrienne Stachowicz to transfer membership for her and her family to Christ United 

Methodist Church. 

• To hold Affirma�on of Bap�sm on October 31, Reforma�on Sunday.   
 

Reports: 

• Pastor indicated that a poten�al intern has been selected for First Lutheran in Iron River.  The synod indicated 

to Pastor that un�l the intern is further along in training, this was not the best �me for United to partner with 

First Lutheran for having an intern.  This discussion will be revisited at a later date. 

• The community event tenta�vely scheduled for November 7
th

 has been postponed due to current concerns 

with rise in local Covid cases.  Emily will work on seTng a February date for her workshop. 

• Communion for home bound and Medicare facility members will be reorganized. Buck will contact Ruth 

Warmanen about reorganizing this effort. 

• Worship & Music:  

   1. Observe All Saints Day November 7
th

  

   2. Midweek Advent services be held on Dec. 1, 8, & 15.  Ruth Warmanen will select the drama to be used as 

well as prepare the litany and hymns. 

   3. No worship service on Christmas Day.  No �mes have been set for Christmas Eve services.   

   4. A regular 9 AM service be held on Sunday, December 26
th

.  Discussion was had regarding a midnight service. 

• Public Rela�ons & Outreach – Zach reported that the “Run, Walk, Roll” event went well with about 40 par�ci-

pants including volunteers.  He thanked the  I.C. Sheriff’s Dept., Forest Park School, Amanda Rasner and FLLC 

staff, and congrega�on members that volunteered to make the event a success.   

• Chris�an Educa�on and Youth Ministry – Brian reported that church school will begin the week of Sept. 20
th

  

with masks required and Confirma�on class will begin Wed., Oct. 13
th

 and will be held every other week. 

• Church Proper�es:  

   1. Al thanked Charlie Bandaccari for his help  to fix the basement wall water leak. 

   2. Washed stone was added along the west side of the building and a por�on of the sidewalk was patched. 

• Parish Fellowship: Pastor’s first anniversary celebra�on is postponed. 

• Mutual Ministry – Buck  reported that office manager Alisa Nelson has submi&ed her resigna�on.  Her job   

descrip�on is being reviewed and will be posted in print and electronic media.  

• Pastors Report – Pastor  reported on past funerals as well as upcoming Jacobson wedding in October. Pastor 

will hold a Bible study on Wednesdays at 10 AM. beginning on Oct. 6 
 

Mee�ng adjourned at 7:50 PM. Next mee�ng will be on Monday, October 11
th

, at 6:00 PM. All congregation 

members are welcome to attend and will have voice but no vote. 
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 Usher Lector Coffee Hour Counters 

3 Dick Takala Chris�ne Perry 
Arlene Dalpra 

Emily Johns 

Mon. Oct. 4 

Sally Hedke 

Stephanie  Nocerini 

10 Geoff Lawrence Jim Hakala  

Mon. Oct. 11 

Harry Kallies 

Alisa Nelson 

17 Al Anderson Donna Anderson 

Chris Perry 

Emily Hendricks & 

Owen 

Mon. Oct. 18 

Gail Koski 

Linda Hammerberg 

24 Tom Anderson Marsha Wainio Evelyn Gathu 

Mon. Oct. 25 

Jeff Heimerl 

Sco& McGregor 

Altar Guild: Rachael Koivisto and Bev Smith 

31 Jeff Heimerl Donna Gustafson 

Eileen Hakala 

Cheryle Dropps 

Holly Rucinski 

Mon. Nov. 1 

Sally Hedke 

Stephanie  Nocerini 

 

OCTOBER Anniversaries 

Jerry & Jean Kuivila-Aho   10/04/2014 

Jim & Diana Waligursky         10/19/1991 

Tom & Sue Strahan                10/29/1977 

October Birthdays 

Birthday & Anniversary 
Caller Schedule 

   October - Rocky Scarlassara 

   November - Faye Heimerl  and 

                       Jean Kuivila-Aho 

   December - Rocky Scarlassara 

Birthday & anniversary caller  

needed. Contact Zach Hautala at 

284-2654 or email him at  

2 - Laura Reid 

3  - Rainey VanOss 

5 - Marilyn Chervo 

        Loralie Brzoznowski 

6   - Cindy Lehto 

7   - Josephine Rucinski 

8  - Chris Nocerini 

11 - Amy Schuirmann 

      Judy Bosk 

14  - Claudia Nocerini 

15  - Don Smith 

16  - Karen Groop 

18  - Janie Bandaccari 

         Jonica Rucinski 

19 - Jim McGregor 

20  - Mary Jean Thoreson 

21  - Chris Perry 

22 - Robin Lynd 

23  - Wilma Kallies 

25  - Evelyn Carlson 

27  - Tanner Williams 

        Trevor Williams 

28 - Laine Peterson 

29 - Loghan Clements 

         Merle Schiavo 

         Muriel Willman 



 

Crystal Falls, MI    906-214-2267        www.fortunelake.org 

United Lutheran Church  

906-875-6591      website: www.unitedluth.com 

Pastor: Rev. D.J. Rasner (906)231-4905 

                     pastor.unitedluth@gmail.com   or unitedluth@gmail.com  
 

WORSHIP TIMES - face masks recommended at both worship services   

                                Sunday 9 AM. (in person or drive-up)          Saturday 4 PM (in basement chapel) 
  

Congrega on Chairman: Buck Peterson (president.unitedluth@gmail.com) 

Bookkeeper: Linda Hammerberg            Custodian: Sco& McGregor  

Organist: Rachael Koivisto                       Choir director: Marsha Wainio 
 

Help us keep our records up to date by le%ng us know of any changes to your address, phone number, or 

email. 

Gree�ngs from Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp!  

    As you gear up for the fall , you are in our prayers. We know that this remains a challenging �me to do ministry 

in the midst of a pandemic, yet we trust that God walks with us through it all  

   ARer a wonderful summer where we served nearly 400 campers, we aren't slowing our pace, but we are mind-

ful of the con�nued risk of Covid, and we remain commi&ed to providing meaningful faith experiences while 

working to keep people safe.  Thus, we will con�nue to adhere to best prac�ces as indicated by the CDC. 
   

Senior Days, 10am to 2pm.  Nov. 15, Jan. 10, Mar. 14, and May 9 -  Presenta�ons and topics vary.  Follow us on 

Facebook for updates and details. Cost is $10 person. RSVP by the Monday prior to the event. 

Oct. 2: Fall Fest at Fortune Lake. Visit  our website for more info.   The virtual auc�on link will go live by Sept. 22.  

  This year we will include the following: 

    *In-Person event including con�nental breakfast, draffle (drawing-raffle), country store and bake sale all begin 

at 9:30am.  Live auc�on of 30 quilts begins promptly at 11am CT.  Masking will be expected while indoors. 

    *Virtual auc�on including 60+ beau�ful hand-craRed quilts begins Wed., Sept. 22 and runs through Oct. 2. 

Oct. 8-10: Deeply Rooted Wellness Retreat for all people ages 21+.  More details and registra�on informa�on 

(open now through Sept. 24) is available on our website. 

Jan. 14-16: Winter Wonderland Retreat for all ages 

Feb. 4-5: Jr./Sr. High Retreat for grades 7-12 

Feb. 18-20: Young Adult Retreat with an emphasis on self care for people ages 18-26 

Feb. 25-26: Youth Retreat for grades 3-6 
 

As these dates approach, addi�onal informa�on will be shared, and appropriate Covid mi�ga�on steps will be taken.  

Please note that we remain open and available for rent by individuals and small groups.  Perhaps 2021-22 is the year 

when you finally host that confirma�on event, take a private retreat, and gather as a family for a reunion?  We are 

happy to partner with you in any way we can.  Our new Guest Services Coordinator, Charlo&e Strom, is ready to talk 

with you about crea�ve ways to safely gather in this place of grace.  She can be reached 

at hospitality@fortunelake.org or 906-214-2267.  


