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BRIGHTER DAYS 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus! 

Christmas is winding down and we are stepping into a new year. Bye- bye 2020! Hello 2021!  

Even though there is no substantive difference between December 31 of one year and January 1 of the 

next year, and nothing significantly changes over the course of one day, it sure feels like a corner gets 

turned and we have a sense that the new year will be better. Even though in our head  we know that  

we can’t expect results overnight, our hearts tell us that when January 1 comes everything starts over 

and we take the first steps toward the change that we expect will happen immediately. 

Okay, so that is just a little bit of exaggeration. But, I use that exaggeration to point out what we all   

experience in certain degrees. It is almost as if the moment we take down the calendar from the      

previous year and hang up the new one, it is like closing the back cover of a well written book with a 

sigh of relief (and, hopefully, satisfaction), putting it back on the shelf and picking up the next book in 

the series, ready to see where the author plans to take the story next. It is like coming to the end of a 

James Bond movie knowing there will be another movie coming out within a few years, ready to take 

us further into the depths of international espionage and really cool technological gadgetry. Putting 

up the new year’s calendar feels a lot like that. 

We all know what 2020 has been like. Coronavirus, racism, and American politics have revealed the 

tragedy of just how much people are bent on hating and demonizing each other. I believe that we all 

hope the next year will bring brighter days. I have to believe we all want that. If I don’t believe it, then 

I am left in despair over the callousness of humanity. We want better! We want better because God 

wants better of us. God is going to use us to bring brighter days! 

Besides coronavirus, racism, and American politics, 2020 has been particularly challenging for you as 

a congregation. You began the year with high hopes, just like every other church did. You had       

ministries in motion even though you did not have a regular pastor. You had excitement and momen-

tum for being a church for the community, and you were on solid ground financially with plans for the 

future. Then, COVID-19 hit and worship as you knew it changed. You adapted fairly quickly and be-

gan the drive-in services, but always longing to be in your building. In all, you spent more 2020 wor-

ship time out of your sanctuary than in. You even had to figure out how to do a call process while social 

distancing. You, like everyone else, took a ride on the rollercoaster of chaos and uncertainty, but you 

figured out how to hang on with white knuckles. Definitely not ideal! Bye-bye 2020! Hello 2021! 

And yet, regardless of how frustrating 2020 was, one thing remains as true today as it was yesterday 

and the yesteryear: God is faithful. God is faithful! God wants better of us and of you, and God is going 

to use you to bring brighter days! None of us can predict the future, nor can we say confidently that 

things will return to “normal,” whatever that was. But we can be confident in the unfailing, unwavering 

faithfulness of God to bring about new life and renewal for God’s created world. In fact, that has       

already begun in our Lord Jesus the Christ. Following the guidance of our Lord Christ, we walk into 

the unknown of 2021 trusting that brighter days are ahead, and I have to believe we all want that. 
 

Pr. D. J. Rasner 
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Evelyn Carlson (Iron River Nursing Home), Brian Dalpra,  Ray Farrell, Helen Forslund, Betsy 

Hagberg (Iron River Nursing Home), Kay Poikonen, Fran Rose, Pearl Ross, and Dennis       

Wagner 
 

MEDICAL CARE FACILITY 

Alton Beck, Sandy Clark, Bob Dalpra, Kay Griesser, Dick Hendrickson, Ruth Ellen Larson, 

Vi Lehtinen, Agnes Lehto, JoAnn Nyholm,  Helen Perry, Patricia Robichaud, and Margaret 

Stender 
 

VICTORIAN HEIGHTS:  Dorothy Carlson 
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Greetings, 

With Christmas having recently been celebrated, my hopes of in-church worship on Christmas 

Eve did not come to fruition, but we were still able to offer a variety of  service options includ-

ing two drive-in services, together with radio, television, and streamed services.  We had 66 

people attend United’s outdoor worship services. Thanks to Pastor DJ, the Church Council, 

Board of Worship & Music, the NGL Synod, and our sister churches in making all of the worship 

options happen.  The Council and the Board of Worship & Music will continue to do everything 

we can to be creative in keeping the church as engaged and relevant in everybody's lives.   As 

always, we are continually looking for options and ideas to continue United's ministry and    

worship. Any suggestions are welcome. 

We will continue to do drive-in services on Saturday at the Medicare Facility pavilion and    

Sunday at Scott Kenney's office parking lot through 1/10/21. After that date the Church Council 

will make further decisions on services at the meeting on 1/11/21.   

As for our Annual Congregation Meeting, our hope is that the meeting on 1/31 will be a       

combination indoor and parking lot meeting; similar to what we did in August for the congrega-

tion meeting to call Pastor DJ.  Stay tuned. 

At the December Council Meeting it was approved to allow the use of the building by U.P.     

Regional Health from Marquette for 2021 blood drives on January 21, April 1, June 10,            

September 2, and November 11, 2021.  This has been an excellent partnership between them 

and United and we look forward to its continuation on these dates in 2021. 

That’s it for now. Happy New Year. 

                                                                           Buck Peterson, United’s council chairman 
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Members present:  Buck Peterson, Wilma Kallies, Harry Kallies, Scott Kenney, Al Anderson, 
Zach Hautala, Betty Palmer, Brian Perry, Nancy Clark, and Pastor DJ Rasner. 

Also present:  Marsha Wainio and Alisa Nelson. 
 

The following motions were approved: 

• table discussion of indoor worship services until the next Council meeting on Jan. 11, 2021  

•  no worship service at the IC Medical Care Facility on Sat., Dec. 26. 

• have two drive-in services on Christmas Eve.  One  at the IC Medical Care Facility at 4:00pm 

and the other  at 1374 Commercial Avenue at 6:00pm.  The following other options are avail-

able for Christmas Eve services: TV Service hosted by the Synod, online service on United’s 

Facebook page, and a FM 99.1 radio broadcast at 7:00pm. 

•  use of the building by U.P. Regional Health for 2021 blood drives on Jan. 21, Apr. 1, June 10, 

Sept. 2, and Nov. 11, 2021.  

• hold the Annual Congregation Meeting on Jan. 31, 2021 at 10:00am with the indoor meeting 

also being broadcast to the parking lot on FM radio channel 99.5.  

• donate proceeds from the Papa Murphy fundraiser to United’s Youth Fund to be used         

towards half or full scholarships for camp or retreats. 

• allow Al and Scott to decide whether to keep the current snow blower with repairs OR pur-

chase a new 24” Ariens from US 2 Rental spending up to $800.  If the decision is made to pur-

chase new, the sale of the old snow blower could offset some of the cost for the new one. 

• the tentative 2021 budget for final approval at the Annual Congregation Meeting in January.  

 

Reports: 

• Public Relations & Outreach - Zach reported that he was not aware of anyone using the 

“Shopping for Homebound” program and encouraged everyone to continue to get the word 

out on this service being offered through United.  

• Christian Education & Youth Ministry - Brian & Wilma reported that the pizzas for the youth 

fundraiser will be made at   Papa Murphy’s in Iron Mountain due to Covid concerns.  Brian, 

Buck, Zach, and Harry volunteered to assist with pick-up and transportation logistics. 

• Church Property - Al reported that a new roll up door will be installed on the storage shed. 

Hans Tollefson has volunteered to install and Al will assist. 

• Mutual Ministry: - Buck reported that staff evaluations were completed.  The committee rec-

ommended a 2% raise for everyone except Pastor DJ for approval at the Annual Congrega-

tion Meeting. 

• Pastor DJ reported that the recording equipment was purchased and being used.  He also 

reported that he and Alisa got the current sound system  “figured out” and working with the 

FM transmitter.  

 

Next Church Council Meeting:  Mon., Jan. 11, 2021 at 6:00 PM. 



DECEMBER FINANCIAL  INFO  

 

General Fund                  Memorial Fund       Building Fund                Youth Fund   

 Income    $12,403.00      Income     $  345.00      Income      $ 140.00             Income      $  10.00     

 Expenses  10,008.16     Expenses          0.00      Expenses       937.50         Expenses         0.00       

 Balance    $ 6,938.10     Balance    $5,031.41      Balance    $4,739.49          Balance    $4,969.34 

 

 Average weekly attendance for December: 59 
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Annual Congregation Meeting 

January 31, 2021at 10:00am.  

Reminder to Church Board Chairpersons 

End of the year Church Board/Committee       

reports must be to the office no later than       

January 13 

“Shopping for Homebound” Program 

If you would like help with your food and/or prescription   shopping, please contact one of the 

following people below and they will assist you with your shopping needs. 
 

Nancy Clark    Evelyn Gathu   Zach Hautala  

Betty Palmer   Brian Perry     Harry & Wilma Kallies 
 

Below is what you need to do to have someone shop for groceries for you.  

1. Call a shopper direct and give them your list. You can work out a solution with your       

shopper for payment. 

2. Or, Crystal Fresh Market (875-6648) can shop for you. Then call one of United’s shoppers so 

he or she can bring it to your home.  

If you need a prescription picked up, call Crystal Falls Healthmart and order your prescription. 

Make sure to let them know the name of the person picking up your prescription for you.  

UNITED IS UPGRADING THEIR 

SNOWBLOWER. Therefore, we 

have a 12 year old 26” TORO snow-

blower for sale. Gas pull + electric 

start. 15 inch tires.   Asking $250. 

Talk to Al Anderson, 875-6901. 

  World Hunger   $245 

  St. Vincent De Paul $352 

  Feeding America  $50 

  Room at the Inn  $45 

  Light at the Inn   $45 

  Northern Great Lakes Synod $145 

  Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp  $95 

     Seminarian Carolyn Lawrence $50 

  Kitchen/coffee hr. supplies $30 

 

Many thanks to all  

who gave a little extra for 

the following ministries 

during the months of      

November and  December. 
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YOUTH FUND FUNDRAISER 

United’s Youth will be having their annual Papa Murphy’s Pizza Fundraiser on Super Bowl Sunday 

to provide funding for United members to attend camp and events.  This will be our 12th year.  

Because of the pandemic, the youth and parents will not be making the pizzas.  All the pizzas will 

be made by the employees at Papa Murphy in Iron Mountain. 
 

All pizzas must be prepaid.  Order forms and payment can be placed in the offering plate during 

the Saturday or Sunday services, dropped off at the church office, or mailed to the church. 

No orders will be taken after 

the Feb. 1 deadline because 

Papa Murphy needs time to 

assign employees for the 

task of making the pizzas. 
 

No special orders.  Also,   

because orders are prepaid, 

there will be no extra pizzas 

made to purchase at pick-

up. 
 

Pizzas will be delivered 

curbside.  There will be two 

curbside pick-up dates:  

Sat., Feb. 6 from 1 - 3 pm and 

Sun., Feb. 7 from 10 - to 

Noon.  Confirmands will 

bring the prepaid pizzas to 

your vehicle.  
 

Ordering pizzas for the      

Super Bowl will continue to 

be the youth’s only fundrais-

er for the year.  We thank 

you for your support and are 

grateful to the Papa Murphy 

team for helping us make 

the fundraiser possible    

during this unusual time. 

 

 Sincerely,  

Wilma Kallies 

fundraiser coordinator 

The Youth of United are selling large  

Papa Murphy’s Take and Bake Pizza.   

All pizza’s will be ready to pop in the oven. 

Curbside pick- up at United on Sat. Feb. 6 from  1 - 3  pm. 

OR  on Sun., Feb. 7,  from 10 to Noon. 

NO SPECIAL ORDERS 
 

ORDER DEADLINE IS Noon on MON. ORDER DEADLINE IS Noon on MON. ORDER DEADLINE IS Noon on MON. ORDER DEADLINE IS Noon on MON. Feb. 1Feb. 1Feb. 1Feb. 1    

Proceeds will be used for retreat or camp  

scholarships. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Name  _______________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number _______________________________________ 

Please prepay for your order.   Make checks payable to: 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                                     

                                                                        

                                    United Lutheran Church Youth

United Lutheran Church YouthUnited Lutheran Church Youth

United Lutheran Church Youth 

  

 

Total quantity and price

Total quantity and priceTotal quantity and price

Total quantity and price 

  

 

 

Pizza Pizza Pizza Pizza (only Large pizza’s ) 

Qty.

Qty.Qty.

Qty. 

  

 Price

PricePrice

Price 

  

 Total

TotalTotal

Total 

  

 

 Cheese Pizza  $11  

 Sausage & Cheese  $12  

 Pepperoni & Cheese   $12  

 Deluxe –  sausage, pepperoni,  

onions, mushrooms, olives, & green  

peppers 

 $15  

     Chicken & Cheese  $15  
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Tom & Jen Williams   1-24-2004

Birthday &  Anniversary  

Caller Schedule 
 

   Jan. - Rocky Scarlassara 

  Feb. - Lorna Anderson 

                       March - Faye Heimerl  (one more  

                                                           person needed) 

1 - Ruth Ellen Larson 

10 - Brian Dalpra 

       Vi Lehtinen 

13 - Janet Hendrickson 

15 - Jim Waligursky 

17 - John Kuzak 

18 - Helen Perry  

21 - Jackie Giuliani 

22 - Sheri Giordana 

23 - Maria Peterson 

24 - John Brozak 

25 - Todd Loehr 

27 - Rob Stoor    

28 - Paula Arcand 

       Lucy Korhonen 

Prayer for a Pandemic 

May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have little risk factors, remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home, remember those who must choose be-

tween preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close remember 

those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips remember those who have no safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market remember 

those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those who have no home. 

As fear, anger, and worry grips our country, let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us yet find 

ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors.  Amen. 

 



 

 

Crystal Falls, MI    906-214-2267        www.fortunelake.org 

Lighting the Way 
A CELEBRATION OF CHRIST’S LIGHT THROUGH 90 YEARS OF MINISTRY    

TOGETHER! 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 

In appreciation of our association congregations through this pandemic, we invite 

you to this worship experience with our FLLC community! The service will be posted 

on our YouTube channel on Saturday, January 9. 

BE A PART OF THE SERVICE! Are you a child, family, or adult who would like to be 

featured in a This Little Light of Mine video? Contact Amanda at campdirec-

tor@fortunelake.org for details! 

United Lutheran Church  

906-875-6591      email: unitedluth@gmail.com       website: www.unitedluth.com 

Church Office hours: Mon - Fri:  8:30 – Noon            Pastor: Rev. D.J. Rasner (906)231-4905      
 

DRIVE IN WORSHIP  TIMES 

    Sunday 9 AM. at 1374 Commercial Dr. –Scott K./Edward Jones parking lot  

  Saturday 4 PM “Drive in” at the Medicare Facility pavilion  
  

Congregation Chairman: Don Peterson  Office Manager: Alisa Nelson 

Bookkeeper: Linda Hammerberg              Custodian: Scott McGregor  

Organist: Rachael Koivisto                        Choir director: Marsha Wainio 
 

Deadline for submissions for the Feb. newsletter is Jan.27 at 10:30 am. Please let the office 

know of any changes to your address, phone number, or email. 

Thank You! The totals are in, and we’re proud to say that YOU raised over $18,000 through 

Fortune Lake’s Fall Fest Virtual Auction!  We are so grateful to our donors, our bidders, our 

draffle ticket purchasers, our volunteers, and all who participated in any way. The funds will be 

used in support of the ministry of Fortune Lake. 

We thank God for you! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - — - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 


