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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CONGREGATION        
PRESIDENT 

Greetings, 

Well guess what, Covid is not the lead story in this newsletter, 

and yes it is a special middle of the month newsletter, for good 

reason.   

The day after the July newsletter went out, I got a call from the 

Northern Great Lakes Synod office saying they had a candidate 

for us to consider, but the first step was for the Call Committee 

to meet and the Synod would present us with a packet on the 

candidate.  We were then to vote on whether we wanted to   

proceed with an interview of this candidate.  The Call Commit-

tee met on the afternoon of July 14th and unanimously voted  to 

take the next step of interviewing Rev. DJ Rasner.  Keep in 

mind the next step is only for the Call Committee interview        

process.  If both Pastor DJ and the Call Committee agree that 

he is a good fit for the Bethany/United pastoral vacancy, then 

the call process will go to the congregations so that they may  

accept or reject the nomination from the Call Committee.  This 

process will definitely go into August. I will definitely update 

you on where we are at in the August newsletter.  For now, we 

are moving forward in the interview process. Your prayers for 

the Call Committee to follow God's will are appreciated. 

Also in this newsletter you will see a report from the July 13th 

Church Council meeting, there are a couple of things to report 

on.  The council voted to move the 4:00 PM. Saturday drive-in 

service back to the parking lot behind the theater beginning  

July 18th service at 4:00 PM. We also voted to continue holding 

the Sunday 9:00 AM service in the church building.  Both     

services are going well.  Pastor Dave is on vacation this       

weekend, so Sarah Sleeter will lead the Saturday service.  Pastor 
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Steve Rhoades will be our Sunday worship leader on July 19 and 26.  I encour-

age everyone, who is comfortable doing so, to attend one of these services. 

There are Covid 19 safety precautions in place, but they are still uplifting    

worship services with "distance" fellowship. 

The other council decision  I want to report on is our decision to not allow    

funeral luncheons in the church at this time due to the current Covid 19        

restrictions.  This was not an easy decision, the motion and second was to al-

low funeral luncheons for less than 50 people, with serving precautions in 

place and masks to be worn when not eating.  It was a tie vote at 5 for and 5 

against, which meant the motion failed.  It was a very difficult vote with lots of 

good discussion and a lot of personal turmoil on how to vote.  I am very   

thankful for the considerate and respectful Council that we have.  It is my hope 

that Covid 19 conditions will improve and allow us to have this meaningful  

fellowship again in the near future. 

That’s it for this short mid-month newsletter.  Please pray for the Call         

Committee and Pastor DJ as we work through the interview process. 

I once again end with original version of the prayer that Chris Harkness came 

up with  regarding our journey of finding a pastor: “ Grant us patience during 

the call process.  The path to accepting Your will is not always an easy 

one.  Help us to trust that You will provide answers and the way.  Lord in your 

mercy...." 

Stay safe,  healthy, and United. 

        God’s blessings, 

        Buck Peterson 

        United Lutheran Church congregation president 
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PARKING LOT CHURCH 

88-7 ON THE RADIO DIAL 

Hello All, 

Although it’s a second to any Polka Sunday I’ve 

attended at United Lutheran, my mom, Evelyn 

Pearson, and I were filled with joy on Saturday 

night a few weeks ago.  

It was rainy at 4:00pm., but that didn’t stop about 

15 cars from gathering in the parking lot behind 

the Crystal Theatre. We backed into our spot and 

before we knew it Scott Kenney walked over to our 

car  and gave us a worship bulletin and sealed     

communion cups. Soon after, we were greeted by 

Pastor Johnson at our car window. To avoid the 

rain, Pastor made his way to the rear hatch of his 

vehicle to start the service. As he adjusted his    

microphone, he asked if we could hear him. There 

was something so delightful in answering a       

Pastor’s question with a quick honk of the car 

horn. 

 

During the sermon, someone drove their rusty 

pick up truck down the "aisle" aka middle of the 

parking lot. Once the driver glanced at the pastor, 

he hit the accelerator and away he went. We saw 

the truck again a little later as he circled the block 

for a second look.  

‘Parking lot church’ still had an offering 

plate passed and communion. We didn’t 

skip a beat. It all ended with the usual       

Alleluia! Honk! Beep! Honk! Beep! 

Honk! 

Diane Pearson 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING - JULY 13 

Members present:  Don (Buck) Peterson, Wilma Kallies, Harry Kallies, Scott 

Kenney, Al Anderson, Brian Perry, Zach Hautala, Rachel Koivisto, Janet Hen-

drickson, Nancy Clark, and Pastor Dave. 

Also present:  Marsha Wainio and office manager, Alisa Nelson 

Accept financial reports as presented and pay bills as funds allow.  (all in favor/

motion carried) 

Ongoing Business: 

• Call process update:  The call committee will meet on Tuesday,  July 14th to vote 

on proceeding with an interview of  candidate, Rev. DJ Rasner. 

• Based upon the continuing Coronavirus risk and public health concerns, com-

munity events tentatively planned for 2020 be canceled. (af/mc) 

• Continue 9:00 Sunday indoor worship and return the Saturday drive-in service 

back to the parking lot behind Crystal Theatre.  (af/mc) 

• Require face masks when entering the church building. (af/mc) 
 

New Business: 

• Establish a policy to allow funeral luncheons with no more than 50 people and 

with appropriate precautions; subject to stage 5 Covid risk and Governor’s or-

ders.  (5 in favor/5 opposed: Motion failed) 

• Decision to start Church School and Confirmation Class in mid-September was 

tabled until the Council can gather  information on the Forest Park School year. 

• Allow U.P. Regional Blood Center to use of the building for blood drives on 

Thurs., Aug. 20 and Thurs., Nov. 5, 2020, from 12:30 – 5:30 pm. (af/mc) 

Board Reports: 

Public Relations & Outreach:  Zach reported that he was contacted about live 

streaming Bud West’s funeral service on United’s Facebook page so people who 

could not attend could watch online. If this first try turns out successful, this 

may be a service the church could offer in the future.  Zach also thanked Alisa 

for maintaining and posting on the Church Facebook page. 

Christian Education & Youth Ministry – Brian Perry accepted the recently vacat-

ed position of chairperson for the Board of Christian Education and Youth Min-

istry.  Thank You Brian and many thanks to Kaaren Ness who held the position 

for many years. (Kaaren has moved to California and we wish her well and will 

miss her as a very active member of United Lutheran.) 

Pastors Report – Pastor Dave reported that he continues to do the Saturday drive

-in service with the exception of this coming Saturday when he will be on vaca-

tion. Sarah Sleeter will be filling-in for him. 

All other Church Boards had no reports or recommendations. 

The next Church Council meeting is on Monday, August 10, 2020 at 6:00 

PM. Any member of the congregation is welcome to attend. They will have voice, 

but no vote. 
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4 PM. SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICE RETURNS TO THE 

PARKING LOT BEHIND CRYSTAL THEATRE BEGINNING  

JULY 18. 

FEEDING AMERICA 
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A $50,000 grant has been provided by the Davenport Foundation, the Hoover Founda-

tion/Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan, Reynolds Foundation, and Superior 

Health Foundations to help fund Feeding America food distribution in the Upper 

Peninsula. This grant is restricted to Upper Peninsula distributions. 
 

The Northern Great Lakes Synod joins our Episcopal, Methodist, Roman Catholic, 

and Jewish friends, as well as the Unitarian Universalists of Houghton, to raise 

$50,000 which then becomes $100,000 which will be used to provide 25 mobile     

pantries delivered throughout the Upper Peninsula. 

 

Your  gift will double the help given to  many of our food insecure neighbors during 

this crisis. Make checks payable to "Feeding America West Michigan" with “U.P. 

Mobiles” in the subject line.  Please mail checks to the Episcopal Diocese of North-

ern Michigan, 131 East Ridge St., Marquette, MI 49855.   

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS ARE EXTENDED 

TO THE FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF BUD 

WEST. HIS KINDNESS AND  ENERGY WILL 

BE MISSED. DUE TO COVID 19             

RESTRICTIONS HIS FUNERAL          

SERVICE IS LIMITED TO FAMILY ON-

LY BUT THE SERVICE WILL BE 

STREAMED ‘LIVE’ ON  UNITED’S        

FACEBOOK PAGE ON  FRIDAY, JULY 17 

AT 10:00 AM. 

 

 

 




