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In 1527 the plague returned to Wittenberg, Germany. Two hundred years earlier the plague 

had swept across Europe killing up to 40% of the population. Understandably, people were 

anxious and wondered what a safe and faithful response might be. In answer to this, Martin Lu-

ther wrote "Whether One May Flee From a Deadly Plague." In it, he emphasized the duty to 

care for the  neighbor, the responsibility of government to protect and provide services to its 

citizens, a caution about recklessness, and the importance of science, medicine and common 

sense. 

To provide care for the neighbor, Luther recommended that pastors, those in public office, 

doctors and public servants should remain in the city. Luther himself remained in Wittenberg 

to care for his people. He recommended that public hospitals be built to accommodate those 

with the plague. He condemned those who took unnecessary risks that put themselves and   

others in danger of contagion. Luther also encouraged the use of reason and medicine, writing, 

"God has created medicines and has provided us with intelligence to guard and take care of 

the body. … Use medicine; take potions which can help you; fumigate house, yard, and street; 

shun persons and places wherever your neighbor does not need your presence" ("Whether 

One May Flee From a Deadly Plague," 1527). 

We are living in the time of the coronavirus. We are also living in the time of social media and 

constant, relentless news coverage. Many of our people have the same concerns as those in Lu-

ther's day. Many of our people are anxious. Luther's counsel, based on Scripture, is still sound. 

Respect the disease. Do not take unnecessary risks. Provide for the spiritual and physical 

needs of the neighbor. Make use of medical aid. Care for one another, especially the most   

vulnerable. 

The churchwide organization recommends the following for churchwide staff still working: 

Wash your hands, stay home when you are sick, wear a mask if you have symptoms, consult 

your medical provider.  

Luther also reminded his people and us that we should trust God's faithfulness and promises, 

particularly the promise eternal life. Paul writes: "If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, 

we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's" (Romans 

14:8).  

In peace, 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 

Presiding Bishop 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

God’s work never stops. The church office is still open from 8:30 - 11:30 AM. Mon.-Thurs.  
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Brian Dalpra, Evelyn Carlson (Iron River Nursing Home), Ray Farrell, Dave Forslund, Helen 

Forslund, Betsy Hagberg (Iron River Nursing Home), Roberta Lehto, Russ Oss, Kay Poikonen 

(moved to Kentucky), Pearl Ross, Dennis Wagner, Bud West (Iron Mt. VA), Rhonda Wicker-

ham, Leif and Scott Williamson 
 

MEDICAL CARE FACILITY 

Alton Beck, Glenda Beck, Sandy Clark, Bob Dalpra, Char Grandahl, Kay Griesser, Dick Hen-

drickson, Ruth Ellen Larson, Hartley Larson, Vi Lehtinen, Agnes Lehto, JoAnn Nyholm, Helen 

Perry, Margaret Stender, Helen Tollefson, and Rita West 
 

VICTORIAN HEIGHTS:  Dorothy Carlson 

2 

 BABY CARE KIT ITEMS NEEDED  

 United’s Confirmation class will be attend-

ing a NGL SYNOD ‘MARKED’ EVENT on Sun., 

Apr. 26 at First Lutheran in Iron River, 4-7 

pm.  As a service project for this event, Unit-

ed’s youth will be collecting items for Lu-

theran World Relief Baby Care Kits.   The kits 

will be assembled at the ‘Marked’ event. 

Leave any of the items listed below in the 

crib in the lobby. 

• TWO lightweight cotton t-shirts (NO One-

sies ®)· 

• TWO long- or short-sleeved gowns or 

sleepers  (without feet)·         

• TWO receiving blankets, medium-weight 

cotton  or flannel between 36” and 52” 

square·         

• FOUR cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 

• ONE jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a 

hood, or include a baby cap·         

• TWO pairs of socks 

• ONE hand towel, dark color recommend-

ed·         

• TWO  bath-size bars of gentle 

soap  equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand in 

original wrapping;  no mini or hotel size 

bars·         

• TWO diaper pins or large safety pins 

Prayer for a Pandemic 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 

remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors, remember 

those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from 

home, remember those who must choose      

between preserving their health or making their 

rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our 

children when their schools close 

remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips 

remember those who have no safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in 

the tumult of the economic market 

remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 

remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically 

wrap our arms around each other, 

let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace 

of God to our neighbors.  Amen. 
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FINANCIAL  INFO THRU MARCH 30 
 

 

General Fund                   Memorial Fund      Building Fund               Youth Fund   

 Income     $8,089.80       Income     $     10.00       Income     $  127.00          Income      $   35.00        
 Expenses   8,752.26      Expenses          0.00       Expenses         0.00         Expenses         0.00 

 Balance     $4,674.39     Balance    $3,849.93       Balance      6,262.02         Balance   $4,614.34 
 
 Average weekly attendance for March (No worship on March 21 & 28): 97 

Members present:  Don (Buck) Peterson, Kaaren Ness, Al Anderson, Brian Perry, Scott   

Kenney, Betty Palmer, Wilma Kallies, Harry Kallies, Janet Hendrickson, Nancy Clark, and 

Pastor Dave.  Also present: Alisa Nelson 
 

The following motions were approved: 

• Community event be held at United on Sun., Apr. 19 at 3:30 pm.  Two troopers from the 

Iron Mountain State Police post will give a presentation and training on “Places of       

Worship Security”. 

• June 7 Community “Run/Walk/Bike” event from United to Fortune Lake Lutheran Bible 

Camp starting at 11:00 am.  More details to come. 

• United to host two presentations by Evelyn Gathu and her mother, Charlene Bendick, on 

their experiences in Asia & South America and the other on Africa & the Middle East on 

Sept.13 and Nov. 8.  

• Host Mother’s Day Brunch on Sun., May 10 with a free will offering with proceeds         

designated as follows: 50% to Youth Fund and 50% to Community Event Fund.  

• Scholarships for half of the camp fee (after Camp discounts have been applied) be given to 

United members who attend camp at FLL Camp with money from the Youth Fund. 

• Conduct Baccalaureate Sunday service on May 17. 

• Purchase a riding lawn mower from Scott McGregor at a cost of $400 with money from the 

Building Fund.   



 
 

Greetings, 

   Who knew not having a pastor  would no longer be the main topic for the newsletter.  COVID 19 

has turned everybody's world upside down.  With the Governor's "Stay at Home" Executive Order 

this week, effective until April 13, it appears we will have all worship services and church activities 

cancelled until after Easter, but please pay attention to any news that would potentially change this. 

In what started out as a fairly normal month with regular services the first two Sundays, to a then 

dramatic drop in attendance on the third weekend due to the escalating COVID 19 situation, which 

then led to going from a decision the morning of Monday the 16th to proceed with Wednesday and 

weekend services with numerous precautions in place, to that same Monday afternoon when it be-

came apparent that everything needed to be canceled.   With the executive order on March 23, it 

went from guidelines to a state mandate.  Although it just seems completely wrong to me to cancel 

worship services, it just came to a point where it was no longer a choice.  Then it hit me, is this "Stay 

at Home" edict God's way of saying slow down and refocus on what is important- family, friends and 

the basics of every day living?  What is really necessary for us and our families to live our lives?  

   I have really struggled with what can we continue to do to stay connected as a church family dur-

ing these times.  Then I get an email from a member telling me she is concerned about one of our 

elderly members who lives alone and doesn't have any family in the area.  It gave me a  good feel-

ing to tell this member that somebody else had already thought of that and said that they would 

check on this person on a regular basis.  I am confident that we are all checking on family members 

and friends on a regular basis during these trying times.  I hope those of you who are computer 

savvy take advantage of the services that are live streamed, information on those are posted else-

where in this newsletter, and as always we have the Bible and devotional messages that are availa-

ble from a number of sources.   

   The Church Council made the decision to proceed with the blood drive on April 2.   UP Health 

Systems asked if we would go ahead with the blood drive because there is a critical need for 

blood.  We realize opening the church to an activity that is exempt from the governor's "stay at 

home" order presents a potential risk.  UP Health System has assured us that they will have many 

safety precaution in place.  If you have any hesitancy about this, please do not give blood at this 

time, for those who do come please observe all safety protocols in place. 

   With guidance from the Synod, we have designated Alisa as a key employee who will be working 

limited hours in the office, by herself, Monday through Thursday from 8:30 - 11:30 am., to maintain 

basic office functions, including getting this newsletter out.  Thank you Alisa. Our bookkeeper, Lin-

da, will also be in the office for a few hours on Monday mornings to pay the bills. Thank you Linda. 

   I will end with an adapted version of a prayer from Christine Harkness: "Grant us  patience during 

the COVID 19 crisis.  The path to accepting Your will is not always an easy one.  Help us to trust that 

You will provide answers and the way.  Lord in your mercy hear our prayer."  

Stay safe, healthy, and United. 

God’s blessings, 

                                                                                                  Buck Peterson, United’s chairman 
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Pastoral Vacancies in our Synod 

Mission United in Pelkie, MI - interim, Rev. D.J. Rasner 

Immanuel in Escanaba, MI  - interim, Rev. Dennis Meyette  

Christ the King in Escanaba, MI - interim, Rev. Tom Otis  

Faith in Sault Ste. Marie, MI  - interim, Rev. Melinda VanderSys  

Bethany in Republic, MI  - interim, Rev. Don Ludemann 

United in Crystal Falls, MI/Bethany in Amasa, MI - interim, Rev. 

Dave Johnson  

Bethany in Escanaba, MI - interim, Rev. David Van Kley  

Zion in Manistique, MI - interim, Rev. Dennis Meyette 

Grace in Gwinn, MI - interim, Rev. Bre Kinnunen  

Zion in Allenville, MI/Bethel in Cedarville, MI - interim, Rev. 

Renee MacLeod  

Our Savior’s in Marinette, WI - interim, Rev. Linda Forray 

Faith in Three Lakes, WI - interim, Rev. John Kuziej 

Community in Palmer and Suomi - interim, Lay Minister Virginia 

Paulson 

Bethlehem in Florence, WI - interim, Rev. Avery Carr 

Bethany in Mohawk - Rev. Peter Vorhes 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

   As you know, we are living in unprecedented times with the shut down of our county and the 

State of Michigan necessitated to slow the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19). We pray that 

the actions taken by the government are effective and, hopefully, short-term. 

   As you also know, church activities, including Saturday and Sunday worship services, have 

been suspended. The council felt it was in the best interest of the congregation to take this action 

to allow for "social distancing" and because of the requirement to not meet in groups of more 

than 10 people.  

   Without the worship services, our tithes and offerings have fallen dramatically.   We understand 

that the livelihood of many has been adversely affected and addressing your family’s needs has 

to be a priority. We ask that, as we move through this time, that you continue submitting your   

offering to the church. The easiest way to accomplish this is via the US Postal Service. United’s     

address is: United Lutheran Church, PO Box 390, Crystal Falls, MI 49920. You may also drop it by 

the church office. 

   I pray that God’s loving touch blesses your family and keeps each of us healthy in these trying 

times. 

Yours in Christ, 

Scott Kenney, treasurer 
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Sermons, music, and words 

of encouragement from var-

ious pastors is available on 

Facebook. Here are a few 

suggestions. 

Pastor Dave Johnson - Beth-

any Lutheran Church in 

Norway, MI, and Calvary 

Lutheran in Quinnesec, MI. 
 

Pastor Soren Schimidt - Ho-

ly Trinity Lutheran Church 

in Chassell, MI. 
 

Pastor Pete Warmanen - 

Our Saviours Lutheran 

Church in Arlington 

Heights, IL. 

Other resources available 

at: www.nglsynod.org/

covid-19-online-worship/ 



Duties and responsibilities of  the Board of Worship and Music 

The objective of this Board is to glorify God in our corporate worship. The head of this Board is 

Rachael Koivisto. 

1.  Approve interns, assistants, substitute pastors, and guest speakers as needed. 

2.  Staff, train, and supervise the ushers, greeters, lectors and acolytes. 

3.  Assist the Pastor(s) with communion distribution, reading of scripture, preaching, and other 

duties. 

4.  Approve new forms of worship, liturgies, and hymns. 

5.  Approve hymns and coordinate musical and dramatic offerings to be used during worship. 

6.  Instruct the altar guild in the care, use, and maintenance of the vessels, the altar furnishings, 

and  vestments. 

7. Arrange, plan, and promote the worship services for the year. 

8. Prepare and submit an annual budget and report at the time requested by the Church Council. 
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What if…What if…What if…What if… 

If we subscribe to the philosophy that there is an intelligence far greater than humans at work.... 

That all is interconnected. 

Then what if... the virus helps us learn a few lessons? 

To reset. To remember. What is truly important. 

Reconnect with family and community. 

Reduce travel so that the environment, the skies, the air, our lungs all get a break. 

Parts of China are seeing blue sky and clouds for the first time in years with the factories being shut down. 

Working from home rather than commuting to work (less pollution, more personal time). 

Reconnecting with family as there is more time at home. 

An invitation to turn inwards -- to meditate -- rather than the usual extroverted going-out to self-soothe. 

To reconnect with self and ask-- “what is really important to me?” 

A reset economically. 

Notice the working poor. The lack of healthcare access for over 30 million in the U.S. The need for paid sick 

leave. 

How hard does one need to work to be able to live, to have a life outside of work? 

And, washing our hands -- how did that become a "new" thing that we needed to be reminded to do. But, yes, 

we did. 

There is a shift underway in our society -- what if it is one that is favorable?  

The presence of Grace for all. 

In our remembrance of what it means to be connected, humane, living a simpler life, to be less impactful/ 

more kind to our environment. 

Let us all pray and grieve with those who lost loved ones due to COVID 19.  

We must also look at the silver lining to this dark cloud - it was time for a change.  

Let God’s light shine. 

Found online - author unknown 



 

 
Birthday &  Anniversary  

Caller Schedule 

         April - Rocky Scarlassara 

         May - Lorna Anderson 

         June - Faye Heimerl  (one more 

                                             person needed) 

Cheryl & Hans Tollefson              4/01/1989 

Char & Roger Grandahl            4/15/1961 

Charlie & Janie Bandaccari          4/18/1964 

David & Joan Schiavo                    4/24/1964 

Jim & Eileen Hakala          4/30/1988 

1 - Owen Brozak  

4   -  Kelle Clements 

5   - Ella Anderson   

7 - Roy Wainio 

10 - Vic Giuliani 

11 - Charlene Bendick 

        Ray Niemi 

       Valerie Peterson 

13 - Diana Bertola 

        Cece Ketola 

14 - Adrienne Stachowicz 

        Ana Valesano 

16 - Kaaren Ness 

       Corine Holms 

18 - Charlie Bandaccari 

19 - Kevin Kenney 

20 - Duane Williams 

        Eileen Hakala 

21 - Gary Willman 

       Jen Ketola 

23 - Doug Wagner 

24 - Nancy Clark 

        Brian Schiavo 

26 - Jessica Loehr 

27 - Rick Haile 

29 - April Anderson 

30 - Vi Aho 

BACCALAUREATE  SUNDAY - May 17 

On May 17 at the 9:00 a.m. Sunday worship 

service we will recognize our  Forest Park 

High School graduates.    A special cake 

will be served in their honor during the 

coffee hour after the worship service. 

Many  thanks  to  our  confirmation  class  families for Many  thanks  to  our  confirmation  class  families for Many  thanks  to  our  confirmation  class  families for Many  thanks  to  our  confirmation  class  families for 

sending cards to our members  who are homebound or sending cards to our members  who are homebound or sending cards to our members  who are homebound or sending cards to our members  who are homebound or 

at the Medicare Facility.at the Medicare Facility.at the Medicare Facility.at the Medicare Facility.    

Looking for a positive message in this 

sometimes negative world. Contact 

Bridget Bergwall at the following email 

to receive a positive daily Bible verse. 

yooperbergie@gmail.com 

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN AT FORTUNE LAKE LUTHERAN CAMP! 

REGISTER BY APRIL 1 AND SAVE $$$$. CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE FROM 

UNITED FOR IT’S MEMBERS FOR THE HALF THE CAMP FEE AFTER DISCOUNTS HAVE BEEN 

APPLIED. SCHOLARSHIIP FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE CAMP WEBSITE OR FROM THE 

CHURCH OFFICE. 
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Crystal Falls, MI    906-214-2267        www.fortunelake.org 

Greetings Fortune Lake congregations. 

    You remain in our prayers as we all seek to honor one another in this unknown territory.  Your 

struggles are our struggles, yet we know that Christ is with us. 

    I want to update you on how the recommendations to contain COVID-19 have affected the out-

door ministry of Fortune Lake, as well as what we're planning for the future. 

• Rental groups that are smaller than 50 people are making decisions on a case-by-case ba-

sis.  Many who are cancelling are using their deposits to secure alternative dates in the future. 

• We are not serving food until further notice. 

• Our annual meeting scheduled for May 3 will not be done in person.  We will send congrega-

tional packets that contain the annual report and materials to vote for the new Board of Direc-

tors both via email and snail mail.  We ask that congregations see that the information get to 

your delegates and that ballots be returned accordingly.  Detailed information will be con-

tained in the envelope/email.  Stay tuned for some creative ways to engage with Fortune Lake 

remotely. 

• Senior Day scheduled for May 11 has been cancelled. 

• Victory Camp, our long-standing program for adults with developmental disabilities, will not 

take place in Summer 2020. It was scheduled to be the first camp of the summer (June 14-19), 

and we do not want to further compromise the health of these lovely campers.  All of the Victo-

ry campers already registered will receive a full refund of fees paid to date. 

• At this point, we are planning to proceed with all other summer camps as scheduled.  This in-

cludes congregational day camps that have already contracted with us.  We will continue to fol-

low local, state, and national recommendations and will reevaluate our plans accordingly. 

• We plan to proceed with our 90th anniversary celebration on August 8th. 

Prior to the increased concern over COVID-19, summer registrations for Fortune Lake were per-

haps the strongest they've ever been for that time of the year.  My, how things have changed in a 

couple weeks!  Fortune Lake remains in a healthy place, and with God's provision, we will weath-

er this storm.  You and your families may be concerned about registering/having registered for 

summer camp because there are so many unknowns.  I want to assure you that our Cancellation 

Policy still fits this situation very well.  In the event that a camper or family member is ill prior to 

camp, they will receive a full refund for their program.  If Fortune Lake cancels the camp pro-

gram, all campers enrolled will receive a full refund.  You can read the details here: http://

fortunelake.org/registration/  Our Early Bird registration deadline of April 1 remains in effect. 

Just like you, I will be making decisions in the days ahead, with an emphasis on spreading the 

love of God while doing our part to slow the effects of COVID-19.  Please don't hesitate to reach 

out with questions, insights, or prayer requests.  We all need each other! 

Grace & Peace, 

Amanda Rasner, Camp Director 


