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Exodus 3:7-10 – 7 The LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt. I have 

heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. 8 I have come down to deliver them 

from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up from that land to a land that is both good and spa-

cious, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the region of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, 

Hivites, and Jebusites. 9 And now indeed the cry of the Israelites has come to me, and I have also seen 

how severely the Egyptians oppress them. 10 So now go, and I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my peo-

ple, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 

 Excuses; we all have them.  We make excuses as to why we can’t do or participate in something, we 

make excuses to avoid things, and we make excuses to get out of trouble.  There’s this commercial that’s 

been airing on television recently that depicts a man telling a woman watching television on the couch 

that it’s time to go.  She informs him that she is unable to go because she is ‘under couch arrest’ for doing 

some bad things.  She shows him her anklet that resembles a garage door opener to prove that she can’t 

get off the couch to go to the event. 

 This is a humorous way to talk about something that we do on a frequent basis; make up excuses to 

avoid something.  I remember growing up and making the excuse that I was sick (when I really wasn’t) to 

avoid going to school.  Recently, I have made the excuse that there is simply no time (when there actually 

is) to go to the gym.  And when it comes to God prodding me to do something or say something to some-

one, there’s that voice of doubt in the back of my head saying, “they don’t want to hear that.”  When it 

comes to excuses, we will make up any excuse as to why we “can’t” do that instead of making excuses as 

to why we can. 

 If you identify with anything I have written so far, I want you to know that you are not alone.  For Novem-

ber and into December we are going to study the call of Moses and his excuses as to why he “can’t” do 

the things that God has called him to do.  Moses’ excuses are these: “I’m a nobody.” or  “I don’t know 

what to say.” or “What if they don’t believe me?” or “I’m not good at talking in front of people.” 

Finally, at the end of it all, we get to the honesty of the situation with Moses when he says, “Oh God, 

please send someone else.” 

 The good news about this story is that if you can relate to making excuses, then you can relate to Moses.  

He was more than happy to have God free his people from the oppressive regime of Pharaoh; to lead this 

group of people into a land flowing with milk and honey, however, he didn’t want to be the one to do it.  

Can you imagine how much work is involved with that?  And at 80 years old, Moses was going to have to 

deal with a nation of people complaining and second guessing him and God for 40 years!   

 However, this is where the not so good new is.  When Moses says, “please, send someone else.”  God 

still sends Moses.  God calls you for a reason.  You can have all of the excuses in the world as to why you 

can’t do something, but God comes back and shows you the reasons why you can.  For whatever reason, 

God has partnered with us all, to accomplish His work.  When God calls you to do something, He calls 

you for a reason; because only you can accomplish the thing that God is calling you to do.  Not the pastor, 

not the person who sits next to you in church, and not that one person who does a really good job doing 

those things; you.  What call is God giving you, and instead of making excuses to avoid it, will you make 

the excuses  to do it.                                         In God’s Peace,  

                                                                     Pastor Dave 
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Evelyn Carlson (Iron River Nursing Home), Ray Farrell, Helen Forslund, Betsy Hagberg (Iron 

River Nursing Home), Roberta Lehto, Russ Oss, Kay Poikonen, Pat Robichaud, Fran Rose, 

Dennis Wagner, Rhonda Wickerham, Leif and Scott Williamson 
 

MEDICAL CARE FACILITY 

Alton Beck, Glenda Beck, Sandy Clark, June Dallafior, Bob Dalpra, Char Grandahl, Kay 

Griesser, Dick Hendrickson, Ruth Ellen Larson, Hartley Larson, Vi Lehtinen, Agnes Lehto, 

JoAnn Nyholm, Russ Oss, Helen Perry, Margaret Stender, Helen Tollefson, and Rita West 
 

VICTORIAN HEIGHTS:  Dorothy Carlson 

Funeral Circle Rotation 

* Rachael Koivisto - Rachael Circle 

* Linda Hammerberg - Rebecca Circle 

* Diana Waligursky - Sarah Circle 

* Pearl Ross - Priscilla Circle 
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Birthday &  Anniversary  

Caller Schedule 
 

November - Lorna Anderson 

Dec. - Faye Heimerl and ? 

Jan. - Rocky Scarlassara 
 

We are in need of one more   person 

to call our members to wish them a 

happy birthday or anniversary. 

Please call the office if this is some-

thing you would like to do. 875-6591 

Third Quarter Offering Statements 

Offering statements are available on the  lobby 

table for you to pick-up. It is because of your     

donations that United’s ministry continues to 

thrive. If you would like to  receive your statement 

only once a year instead of quarterly, please let 

the office know, if you haven't already done so. 

AFFIRMATION 

OF BAPTISM 

Congratulations to 

Beth Nocerini and 

Ella Anderson who 

made their Confir-

mation on Oct. 27 

during the Sunday 

worship service. 

EVERYDAY MAY NOT BE GOOD, BUT EVERYDAY MAY NOT BE GOOD, BUT EVERYDAY MAY NOT BE GOOD, BUT EVERYDAY MAY NOT BE GOOD, BUT 

THERE IS SOMETHING GOOD IN        THERE IS SOMETHING GOOD IN        THERE IS SOMETHING GOOD IN        THERE IS SOMETHING GOOD IN        

EVERYDAY.EVERYDAY.EVERYDAY.EVERYDAY.    

Confirmation Classes Schedule 

Wed., Nov. 6  at 6:30:  7th grade 

Thurs., Nov. 7  at 3:15:  6th grade 

Wed., Nov. 20 at 6:30:  7th gr. 

Thurs., Nov. 21 at 3:15:  6th gr. 

Benefit Fundraiser for  

Jim Clement 
 

Jim recently lost his home to a fire. 
 

Sat., Nov. 16 from 4 - 8 p.m. 

Mansfield Township Hall  

on Hwy M-69 
 

Spaghetti Dinner & more 
Adults: $10  

12 & Under: $5 
 

Sponsored by Mansfield Memories 
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FINANCIAL  INFO FOR OCTOBER 
 

 

General Fund                 Memorial Fund      Building Fund               Youth Fund   

 Income    $10,036.00     Income     $     15.00      Income  $   212.00               Income    $    269.00 
 Expenses    8,624.19     Expenses       ——         Expenses     ——-             Expenses        50.00 

 Balance    $10,785.20    Balance     $2,445.21     Balance  $5,771.84           Balance    $1,724.84 
 

 Average weekly attendance for October: 88 

Members present:  Don Peterson, Wilma Kallies, Harry Kallies, Kaaren Ness, Rachel Koivisto, Al 

Anderson, Brian Perry, Scott McGregor, Nancy Clark, and Pastor Dave Johnson  Also present: 

Alisa Nelson and Marsha Wainio 

 

The following motions were approved: 

• Accept the financial reports as presented and pay bills as funds allow.  

• Use of the church sanctuary by the CF Musicale on November 11 and 25 from 6:00-7:00pm.  

 

REPORTS: 

• Pastor Dave reported that our congregation is in the “sit and wait” period of the call process.   

• Christ United Methodist Church will host an ecumenical Thanksgiving worship service on 

Wed., Nov. 27 at 6:00 pm. 

• Advent worship services to begin on Wed., Dec. 4, with soup suppers at 5:30 pm. and wor-

ship service at 7:00 pm.  A sign-up sheet will be posted for soup volunteers. 

• December 24 worship services to be held at 4:00 and 7:00 pm.  Bethany’s  at 9:00 pm. 

• Buck thanked Wilma and Marsha for their assistance with pulpit supply as well as everyone 

else who has volunteered to lead or be a part of worship services 

• Al reported that he has not been able to connect with Larry the locksmith from Florence, WI, 

and asked the council for their thoughts on locking the church.  Al will pursue some options. 

• Pastor Dave reported on the current status of pulpit supply and encouraged council mem-

bers to attend the annual conference meeting on Oct. 19 at Bethany Lutheran Church in Nor-

way. 

 

The next Church Council meeting will be held on Mon., Nov. 11, at 5:30 PM. All members are 

welcome to attend and will have voice, but no vote. 



 

Greetings, 

As we begin our eleventh month without a pastor our ministry at United continues, at this point it 

looks like we will not have a new pastor in 2019, my hope is that we will have the opportunity for 

an interview in the spring.  Meanwhile we continue to make things work for the worship services 

with a combination of ministers and congregation members.  I encourage anybody who has any 

interest in being part of presiding at a worship service to please let Alisa or anybody on the 

council know of your interest.  As you have seen, it can be a combination of people presiding 

over the service. 
 

In regards to the services where lay people are presiding over communion there has been some 

concern that this violates a synod directive, this is not the case in regards to a pastoral vacancy 

as long as the interim pastor lets the synod know who will be presiding at the services. Our      

interim pastor, Rev. Dave Johnson, is aware of this. 
 

On October 20th we had a successful community outreach effort entitled "Michigan Black Bear" 

presented by Doug Wagner, retired DNR wildlife biologist and United member.  We had 75 - 80 

people in attendance.  We greatly appreciate Doug's time and willingness to share his experi-

ences. Thank you’s to everybody who brought food and to Sommer's Sausage Shop for supplying 

the bear meat.  Everything was  delicious.  Special thanks to Al Anderson, WIlma Kallies, Nancy 

Clark, Betty Palmer, and Zach Hautala for organizing this event.  This was the first of a renewed 

effort on the part of the Church Council to utilize our church for community events.  Our goal is to 

do four of these events per year and we are open to suggestions for future presentations/events. 
 

I have been asked to make a pitch to the men in our congregation to consider volunteering for 

the altar committee and funeral committees, currently there is only one man on each of 

these.  Although referred to as committees it is not about meetings, but instead about doing work 

at the church.  The altar committee duties can be found in this newsletter, the funeral committee 

duties will be explained in the next newsletter.  If you have any questions please let Alisa or a 

Council member know. 
 

Congratulations  to Beth Nocerini and Ella Anderson who were confirmed at the 10/27 service. 
 

 

I once again end with a prayer by Chris Harkness as we continue our journey of finding a pastor: 

"Grant us patience during the call process.  The path to accepting Your will takes time.  We un-

derstand that even as we pray you are preparing our next pastor for our congregation and com-

munity.  Help us to trust that You will provide answers and the way.  Lord in your mercy...." 

                                                                             Buck Peterson, United’s council chairman 
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QUILTS 

81 quilts were shipped this year to Lutheran World Relief. They were taken to Iron Mountain on 

Oct. 11 by Alisa & Doug Nelson.  THANK YOU to quilt makers Donna Anderson, Janie 

Bandaccari, Doris Oss, Merle Schiavo, Kaaren Ness, Eileen Hakala, Arlene Dalpra, Emily Johns, 

Cheryle Dropps, and Lois Groop. These women gave their time to sew and monetary gifts to help pay for bat-

ting, colored sheets, and shipping costs. Many thanks to others in the congregation who have  contributed.  
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Michigan Black Bear Event A Success! 
 

Thank you to everyone that made our first community event a roaring success.  It was estimated 75 

to 80 people attended.  We filled the Fellowship Hall, many of whom were youth, which was great 

to see.  Approximately 60% of the people were not members of our church which was a wonderful 

outreach.  
 

Our appreciation to Doug Wagner for his informative talk and slide presentation about the Michi-

gan Black Bear.  Attendees had many questions for Doug and he graciously answered them all. 
 

Everyone raved about the delicious appetizers and just about everyone tried the pulled bear pre-

pared by Buck Peterson and bear sausage prepared by Pat Sommers. 
 

Our thanks to Al Anderson’s family for providing many of the desserts.  Other appetizers and des-

serts were from Margie Surface, Jane Bandaccari, Wilma Kallies, Nancy Clark, Betty Palmer, Ruth 

Warmanen, Diana Waligursky, Wendy Schiavo, Evelyn Gathu, Bobbie Lee Stoor, and Arlene 

Dalpra. 
 

The committee which organized this event consisting of Al Anderson, Zach Hautula, Betty Palmer, 

Nancy Clark, and Wilma Kallies would also like to thank all those who set up and helped clean up.  

All in all the event exceeded our expectation in providing an enjoyable evening for our members 

as well as the community.  Bravo!                                   Wilma Kallies, 

                                            Church Council Vice President 

D����� �	 �
� A��� C�������� 

M��� ����	
 �� ������ ������
 �� ��� ����� ���� - Merle Schiavo, Arlene Dalpra, Alisa Nelson, 

Vicki West, Margie Surface, Rachael Koivisto, Linda Hammerberg, Diana Waligursky, Nancy Kenney, Lois 

Groop, Kaaren Ness, Charlie Bandaccari, Janie Bandaccari, Bobbie Stoor, Ann Wagner, Nicole Lenhart, Wilma 

Kallies, Ruth Warmanen, and Bev Smith. A team of two people take care of the duties for one month of the year. 

Three more altar committee members are needed for the year. Call Rachael Koivisto or the church office to join. 
 

A��� 1:  Care of the Candles - - Refill the eternal light and all candles every week.  The candelabras are only 

used on special occasions (Easter, Reformation, Christmas) and are stored in the sacristy. Use a screwdriv-

er to tighten wobbly candle holders. 

A��� 2:  Care of the Altar 

• Set up communion ware for both worship services. Make sure appropriate color of altar hangings is used. 

• Change the white altar cloth when soiled; soiled ones should be taken home and laundered. 

• Dust the altar and water the plants. 

••••    After the Sunday worship service, clean and put communion ware in the sacristy. 

A��� 3:Brassware - Clean and polish brassware as needed - vases, offering plates, and candelabras. 

A��� 4: Acolyte Robes - Check the white and red acolyte robes and  launder when necessary.  

A��� 5:  The Sacraments 

• Remove the Sacramental vessels from the altar and wash.   

• Empty and dry the baptismal font bowl. 

A��� 6:  Pews and Balcony - Dust and remove old bulletins from the church pews.  Restock pew supplies, 

such as pew envelopes, prayer request forms, communion sheets, and pencils. Sharpen pencils.   

A��� 7:   Downstairs Chapel - Fill the candles, straighten chairs and hymnals, and pick up old bulletins. 
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“For everything there is a season, and a time  for every purpose  under heaven:  a time 

to be born and a time to die.”   ~Ecclesiastes 3:1  
 

  Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

   On September 15, 2019, First Lutheran Church of Dollar Bay, MI closed.  For 119 

years, the people of First Lutheran faithfully strived to be a blessing, not only to the 

people of Dollar Bay, but also to our Synod and to the world.  

   The worship service on September15 celebrated these 119 years.  I am  thankful for 

the many people from all over the conference and neighboring congregations who came to support 

the people of First, adding their voices to the songs, their hearts to the prayers, and their presence 

to the spirit of that  worship service that both celebrated the life and mourned the death of First Lu-

theran.  

   We recounted the many ministry efforts:  fundraisers for the needs of the community, Lutheran 

World Relief quilts, hunger offerings, Scout Sundays, the Sunday School bus and afterschool pro-

grams…the list goes on and on.   

   With all this activity, with all the effort  and energy that was expended in faithful service, one 

might ask the question, “Why then did they close?”   

   One would think that faithful service and dedicated leaders would translate to stability and sus-

tainability.  It is an uncomfortable and disquieting truth that this is not the reality.    

   We don’t want it to be true, but a congregation can be faithful, with a clear sense of mission and 

purpose, and still close.  This season of our time in church life takes place in a culture of shifting 

ground.  Congregational life and the mission of the church is happening today in the midst of 

changing paradigms, attitudes, priorities and more that have nothing to do with who we are as 

Church.  Yet, they have everything to do with who we are as Church.  

   You have no doubt heard it before, but I will say it again, the Church and your church are in the 

midst of challenges that previous generations did not face. The Church globally is growing 

(Ethiopians and Tanzanians comprise the largest segments of booming and expanding  Lutheran 

congregations),  and we are glad for this, but this good news doesn’t make our future path any 

clearer.  

   There is no pill, or program, or exercise that will guarantee any congregation’s  future sustainabil-

ity.  But my hope is that even in the face of  uncertainty, our focus would be on the most basic pur-

pose of what a church is for…. proclaiming Christ crucified and risen and all the attending comfort, 

challenges, ministry, fellowship, worship, witness and faith formation  efforts that this proclamation 

requires.  

   Even in its closing, First was mindful of its mission.  They could have chosen to eke out an exist-

ence until the last nickel and dime was spent.  Instead, they were proactive, choosing a time for this 

purpose so that they could share any remaining resources with other congregations, conference 

partners, and the greater Church.    

We give thanks for the ministry of First Lutheran Church in Dollar Bay, and the blessing that this 

congregation was to so many.  

Yours in Christ,   

Bishop Katherine Finegan  

Bishop Katherine 

Finegan  
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 Ushers Acolytes Lectors Coffee Hr. Counters 

3 

Al Anderson 
Charlie  

Anderson 

Owen Brozak Jim Hakala 
Nancy Kenney 

Michelle Kenney 

Mon. Nov. 4 

Sally Hedtke 
 

Steph Nocerini 

10 

Bob & Margie 

Surface and 

grandkids 

Ava Fischer Donna Gustafson 
J & C Bandaccari 

Merle Schiavo 

Mon. Nov. 11 

Kaaren Ness 
 

Harry Kallies 

17 
Brian Perry 

Nolan Perry 
Jonnie Ketola Janie Bandaccari  

Mon. Nov. 18 

Alisa Nelson 
 

Gail Koski 

24 Youth of United 

 
Fynnly Ketola Kaaren Ness 

 

Confirm Team 1 

Ketola’s and 
Loehr 

Mon. Nov. 25 

Karen Groop 
 

Fran Johnson 

Altar Guild: ????? 

1 - Sarah Bortolini 

2 - Scott Kenney 

3 - Cheryle Dropps 

      Margaret Stender 

4 - Brian Perry 

     Margie Surface 

5 - Sandy Clark 

     Mike Johnson 

6 - Bud West 

7 - Glenn Lehto 

      Buck Peterson 

      Bobbie Stoor 

 

10 - Greydon Fischer 

        Ray Kauffman 

        Michelle Kenney 

11 - Joan Schiavo 

12 - Vicki West 

13 - Marilyn Caylor 

14 - Ruth Warmanen 

15 - Mark Hegstrom 

        Holly Rucinski 

16 - Steph Nocerini 

18 - Nick Stachowicz 

        Macy Johnson 

20 - Faye Heimerl 

22 - Faye Fabbri 

23 - Owen Hendricks 

        Wendy Schiavo 

24 - Lisa Bandola 

        Bonnie Bruce 

25 - Ken Lamprecht 

27 -  Brenda Willman 

        Christopher Coonrod 

28 - Jerry Aho 

        Sally Hedtke 

29 - Victor Koski 

30 - Jerry Groop 

George & Patty Hilberg            11/02/1985 

 Jim & Donna Nocerini               11/06/1965 

 Terry & Mary Jean Thoreson   11/09/1974 

 John & Britt Brozak                     11/24/2000 

 Walt & Alice Hagglund             11/26/1966 



 

Crystal Falls, MI    906-214-2267        www.fortunelake.org 

United Lutheran Church 
906-875-6591      email: unitedluth@gmail.com       website: www.unitedluth.com 

Administrative Interim Pastor: Rev. Dave Johnson (651)769-3365 
 

Mission statement: United Lutheran is a Christ centered family of God committed to: 

worshiping, learning, serving, teaching, and sharing Christ with each other, the community, and 

the world. 
 

Worship Services:  Saturday - 4:00 pm.      Sunday - 9:00 am.  

Office hours: Mon - Thurs: 8:30 – 1:30 pm. and Fri: 8:30 – 11:30 

Congregation Chairman: Don Peterson 

Office Manager: Alisa Nelson     Bookkeeper: Linda Hammerberg 

Custodian: Scott McGregor       Organist: Rachael Koivisto 

Choir director: Marsha Wainio 
 

Deadline for submissions for the Nov. 2019 newsletter is Oct. 28. Info may submitted via email, 

snail mail, or given to the office manager. And please let the office know of any changes to your 

address, phone number, or email. 

SECOND SUNDAY FOLK DANCE - November 10 at 4 PM. - Gerry O’Beirne 
Born in Ennis, County Clare, in Ireland, Gerry O’Beirne is a renowned singer, songwriter, and 

multi-instrumentalist. His own compositions blend the passion found in traditional music with the 

freshness of contemporary song. The event opens with a short set by White Water, followed im-

mediately by O’Bierne. The second half of the event is devoted to dancing in many forms with mu-

sic by the Front Parlor Dance Band and dances taught by Bette Premo and others. Refreshments 

are available and the entertainment lasts until 7 PM. Admission for those over 15 is $7 and chil-

dren 15 and under are admitted free. 

 

SENIOR ADULTS DAY - November 11 (10 am - 2pm)   

Old-Fashioned Thanksgiving Dinner.  Enjoy preparing, feasting, and giving thanks.  Contact Ruth 

Warmanen by Nov. 7 to save your place at the table! Cost is $10. 

UNFINISHED OBJECT (UFO) CRAFTER’S RETREAT - November 15-17 

Do you have an arts or crafts project that has been tucked away  waiting for your attention? Com-

mit to finishing it on this relaxing weekend away with other creative people  Let the camp do the 

cooking and cleaning!  Relax in our comfortable lodges, meet old and new friends, have time for 

spiritual reflection, and cross that project off of your list!  Cost is $90. Registration and payment 

deadline: November 7 


