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The Uniting Word 
Luke 6:37-39 – 37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be     

condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you: A good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be poured into your lap. For the measure you use will 

be the measure you receive.”  
39 He also told them a parable: “Someone who is blind cannot lead another who is blind, can he? Won’t 

they both fall into a pit?” 
 

     We are made in God’s image, worthy of love and respect.  This holds to true for every eye who 

sees these words, including yourself, and every person that does not see nor hear these words; they 

hold true for everyone. 

     When I was in high school I had an issue with being teased in choir class.  The reason, I was a    

tenor at the time and could sing the high notes and because of this fact, some of the boys teased me 

because I had a higher range of voice.  I sat in silence, trying to brush off the teasing and mocking 

that took place daily. 

     There was a student in choir also that was considered one of the unredeemables.  Not by God, but 

by many of the teachers.  He was rough around the edges, had run-ins with the law, and many 

judged him as someone who would not go far in life.  If you saw him, you’d think that he’d be the 

type to join in the daily mocking of me, but he wasn’t.  He sat in silence for a few weeks until one day 

he had enough.  One day when the leader of the teasing started up, he turned around and said, 

“Davey is too nice to say or do anything, but I’m not.  If you don’t stop, I’ll knock you flat!” 

     The teasing and the mocking stopped that day.  The reason I tell that story is because there are 

three people in that story; the hero, the villain, and the victim. I’m sure many of you made judgments 

on each person, but were you able to look at each person as someone made in God’s image worthy 

of love and respect?  That’s the reality, each person represented in the story is someone who was 

created in God’s image worthy of love and respect. 

     In our world today, I feel that this is a truth that we as Christians need to cling to.  I log into my   

Facebook account on the computer and I see one group of people judging another group of people.  

I turn on the news and I see one group of people judging another group.  I listen to the stories that 

others tell about their daily ventures in this new world we live in, and again, I hear one group     

judging another.  I can’t help but think of Jesus’ words at the beginning of this article and our call to 

live into our identity in Christ; our call to see others the way God sees us all.  People created in His 

image worthy of love and respect. 

     The reality is that in our own story there are times when we are the hero, the villain, and the      

victim.  If God were to judge us by our merits, we do not have much ground to stand on.  However, 

we have this gift of grace through our faith.  Through the sacrifice that Jesus makes on the cross we 

see how much we are loved and how much God is willing to do in order to give us a life that we can 

live to the fullest free from the very burdens that could crush us.  So let’s live into that identity that we 

have as Christians.  Let’s be the louder voice in our world that sees one another as people created in 

God’s image worthy of love and respect. 

Pastor Dave 



PRAYER FOR A PANDEMIC 

May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose 

lives are at stake. 

May we who have little risk factors, remember those most vulnera-

ble. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home, remember 

those who must choose between preserving their health or making 

their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their 

schools close remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips remember those who have no 

safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the eco-

nomic market remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those who 

have no home. 

As fear and worry grips our country, let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around 

each other, let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our 

neighbors.  Amen. 

LIFT IN PRAYER 

• The family of Rachael 

Koivisto as they mourn 

the loss of Rachael’s 

sister,    Cressy Potter, 

to COVID 19. 

• All those who feel iso-

lated, alone, and lone-

ly. 

• All those working from 

home, that they find 

balance as the lines 

between work and 

h o m e  b e c o m e 

blurred. 

• Those who are hun-

gry, and insecure 

about their next meal. 

• For pastors and lead-

ers, that they find    

renewal as they strive 

to meet the new       

demands of ministry. 
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Brian Dalpra, Evelyn Carlson (Iron River Nursing Home), Ray Farrell, Dave Forslund, Helen 

Forslund, Betsy Hagberg (Iron River Nursing Home), Roberta Lehto, Russ Oss, Kay           

Poikonen (moved to Kentucky), Pearl Ross, Dennis Wagner, Bud West (Iron Mt. VA), Rhon-

da Wickerham, Leif and Scott Williamson  

MEDICAL CARE FACILITY 

Alton Beck, Sandy Clark, Bob Dalpra, Char Grandahl, Kay Griesser, Dick Hendrickson, 

Ruth Ellen Larson, Hartley Larson, Vi Lehtinen, Agnes Lehto, JoAnn Nyholm, Helen Perry,       

Margaret Stender, Helen Tollefson, and Rita West  

VICTORIAN HEIGHTS:  Dorothy Carlson 



Looking for a positive message in this sometimes negative world. Contact 

Bridget Bergwall at yooperbergie@gmail.com to receive a positive daily 

message. 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR SYNOD BISHOP 
NORTHERN GREAT LAKES SYNOD - MARQUETTE, MI 
www.nglsynod.org 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

        We are now in 

about the sixth or sev-

enth week of lockdown, 

depending on when 

your state started.  For most of us, we have 

not gathered in person for worship for at 

least six weeks.  While we are still in the 

midst of a pandemic, it seems to me that we 

are getting a little more used to being in 

crisis.  Whether or not that’s a good thing, 

I’m not sure.  The adrenaline flow is less, 

but there is still an underlying anxiety as we 

brace ourselves for what may come next – 

more bad news, an increase in cases, a 

loved one who is sick and we feel helpless. 

      But know this, there are good things 

happening too.  God is at work creating 

something new, as already, we see signs of 

God’s creative work. 

      People are being intentional about   

staying connected.  Phone calls, Zoom, 

online devotions and worship, cards and 

letters – congregations are doing what is 

necessary so that no one feels alone. 

     We are learning about how to use tech-

nology in new and useful ways.  Bible study 

has become, in many ways, more accessi-

ble.  People are taking more ownership of 

their own faith life with worship at home 

and using devotional resources.  The chal-

lenges of our present time are driving peo-

ple to pray harder, think and reflect more 

deeply, and wrestle with questions of faith. 

     When I chose the theme “Be Thou My   

Vision 2020”, I wrote to you what I thought 

that might mean when the year 2020 be-

gan.  I thought that in this year, we would 

not be able to see much beyond the next 

step.  I didn’t realize then, how true that 

would be. 

      But God does give us what we need for 

today, for this step, for today’s challeng-

es.  For now, that is enough.  Be gentle with 

yourself, and find blessing in this time of 

waiting, of pausing, of having time slow and 

our routines adjust to new rhythms. 

     In the words of Julian of Norwich, “All 

will be well.  All will be well.  All manner of 

things will be well”. 

Yours in Christ, 

Bishop Katherine Finegan  
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE 
BOARD OF  MUTUAL      

MINISTRY 

The Board of Mutual Ministry is 

appointed jointly by the Council 

Executive Committee and the 

pastor. The board consists of the 

Council Executive Committee 

plus a minimum of two additional 

members. At least one of mem-

ber will be elected by the con-

gregation chairperson and one 

by the pastor. The objectives of 

the Board is the spiritual welfare 

of the pastor and congregation 

members and the supervision of 

the church staff. The Board shall: 

1.  Encourage the Pastor in his/

her work. 

2. Assist the Pastor in counseling 

with difficult cases and in 

finding peaceful solutions to 

p r o b l em s  w i t h in  t h e         

congregation. 

3. Annually review the salary 

and performance of the     

pastor, office staff, and music 

staff and make recommenda-

tions to the Church Council 

for adjustments. 

4. Make recommendations     

regarding membership of 

individuals and families want-

ing to join  this congregation. 

5.  Review the transfer of mem-

bers who move away and of 

Lutheran families moving into 

the community. 

6. Submit a Board annual  budg-

et and report. 

A SHORT QUIZ 

I recently cleaned out 

some files in the church 

office and came across a 

few questions that were 

given to confirmands. See 

how many answers you 

know. The answers are on 

the last page . 

1.How often do you have 

to be baptized?  

2.How many books are in 

the Protestant Bible?  

3.   Name the first and last 

books of the Bible.  

4.   Name the four Gospels 

in order that they ap-

pear in the Bible.  

5.   Name the Gospel that 

begins with the words 

“In the beginning’.  

6.  What does the word 

‘liturgy’ mean?   

7.  What does the word 

‘Amen’ mean?  

8. Define the word 

‘Trinity’ and what it is   

represented by in the   

Lutheran Church. 

9.  What is the first      

commandment?   

10. What language was 

the New Testament origi-

nally written?  

11.  What language was 

the Old Testament origi-

nally written?  

12.  What are the six    

season of the                   

Lutheran church           

year?  

APRIL FINANCIAL INFO 
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General Fund                       Memorial Fund 

Income     $10,083.00      Income     $    125.17         

Expenses     5,746.92 Expenses           0.00 

Balance    $  9,895.01 Balance    $3,975.25 
 

Building Fund           Youth Fund   

 Income     $     80.00          Income     $   20.00       

 Expenses          0.00          Expenses         0.00 

 Balance    $6,342.02         Balance   $4,634.34 
 

 No worship services due to COVID 19 threat 

Many thanks for your continued support! 



Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 

and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. --- 1 John 4:7-8 (NRSV)  
 

Dear camper families and congregations,  

     It is out of this deep abiding love for one another that we come to you with this message. Love 

for our campers, who return summer after summer to make lifelong memories with us. Love for 

our partner congregations who graciously support and pray for us, investing in our ministry on 

all levels. Love for our donors who give generously to see that this work continues. Love for our 

summer staff—young adults who were planning to join us from Mexico, Colombia, England,    

Hawaii, Alaska, Florida, Wisconsin, and Michigan. Love for this Place of Grace in its 90th year of 

ministry. Love for our local community of Crystal Falls. Love for the communities from which our 

campers all come. Love for our world in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. It is out of this love 

that we share this message.  

     The FLLC Board of Directors came together on April 18 and unanimously voted to cancel all 

Summer 2020 on site and Day Camp programs and postpone the August 2020 90th anniversary 

celebration. This difficult decision was made with heavy hearts. Like many of you, our summer 

doesn’t feel complete without camp! We never envisioned this scenario. Still, we know that God is 

love. We trust that when we take action out of love for others, Christ’s love flows through us.  

     All registered campers will be eligible for full refunds on all of the payments submitted. This 

includes campership funds from congregations to be refunded. You will be contacted via email 

with more details about refunds, including an expected timeline, within the coming days. Please 

be patient with us, as we are living into this change while working remotely. Email, mail, and 

phone messages are being checked daily. Questions can be directed to Amanda at                    

campdirector@fortunelake.org  

     As soon as we can safely do so, Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp will reopen. The board’s decision 

leaves room for creative onsite options later in the summer, options that more easily support   

social distancing. We will continue to seek ways to support you and offer experiences to grow in 

faith. We hope to proceed with our busy fall calendar, which is full of retreats and rental groups. 

We will stay up-to-date on regional, state, and national recommendations; we will update our site 

and programs within those guidelines. We plan to be back with all of your favorite summer     

programs in 2021, and pray you will join us! In the immediate future, we will show the love of 

God to frontline workers by making Fortune Lake available as a quarantine space for local health 

care workers, should the need arise.  

     It’s okay for you and your campers to grieve the loss of Summer 2020 at Fortune Lake as we’ve 

known it. We grieve along with you. You are the reason we exist! But, as Easter people, we look to 

the resurrected Christ. With that same hope, we live in a present ripe with new opportunities, and 

await a future that is brighter and more beautiful. 

     “Beloved, let us love one another.” The world needs us now more than ever. Oh, how glorious 

the day will be when we can again worship around the fire at Fortune Lake!  

Grace &  Peace, 

Amanda Rasner  Ingrid Storm 

Camp Director  FLLC Board President 

FORTUNE LAKE LUTHERAN CAMP 
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Crystal Falls, MI    906-214-2267        www.fortunelake.org 



MAY  ANNIVERSARIES 

James & Evelyn Gathu         5/04/2013 

Bob & Lois Groop                 5/05/1973 

John & Marilynn Moon         5/06/1961 

Jerry & Karen Groop            5/12/1962 

Dave & Holly Rucinski         5/12/1979 

Glenn & Cynthia Lehto        5/27/1978 

Rob & Diane Emo                 5/26/1984 

Ken & Vicki West                  5/31/1986 

May Birthdays 

3 - Christine Johnson 

6 - Dennis Williams 

7  - Debi Bendick 

8 - Dale Johnson 

9 - Joah Gathu 

10- Virginia Nelson 

        Laura Kauffman 

13 - Nicole Lenhart 

       Marissa Coonrod 

14 - Cary Gustafson 

15 - Clinton Ross 

        Patrick Peterson 

16 - Beth Nocerini 

17 - Diane Donahue 

        Barb Peterson 

18  - Dalas Loehr 

23 -  Jen Williams 

 

24 - Helen Ross 

         Bev Smith 

25 - Mike Coonrod 

26 - Jessica Perry 

28  - Erin Hammerberg 

30- Lydia Brzoznowski 

        Patti Hilberg 

31  - Scott McGregor 

Birthday & Anniversary Caller  

Schedule 

         May - Lorna Anderson 

         June - Faye Heimerl  (one more person 

                                                needed) 

         July - Rocky Scarlassara 

Sermons, music, and words of encouragement from various pastors is 

available on online. Here are a few suggestions. 

Pastor Dave Johnson - Bethany Lutheran Church in Norway, MI, and Calvary Lutheran in        

Quinnesec, MI. 

Pastor Soren Schimidt - Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Chassell, MI. 

Pastor Pete Warmanen - Our Saviours Lutheran Church in Arlington Heights, IL. 

Other resources available at: www.nglsynod.org/covid-19-online-worship/ 
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GOD’S 

 WORK 

 NEVER 

 ENDS 

Greetings, 
 

     Hopefully in the next newsletter having the pastor vacancy will once again become 

the hot topic for United, instead of when will we be able to have a worship service 

again.  In regards to the pastor vacancy, as with most everything Covid-19 has affected 

the call  process. So, as with most things, it is wait and see when the restrictions get lift-

ed.  Much the same can be said about worship services, there is no way to plan any-

thing until we know the restrictions will be lifted.   As soon as we can worship in the 

church again we will let you know.  Our hope is to still celebrate Easter together on an-

other Sunday - stay tuned for that. 

    Any suggestions on things we can do to stay connected in the meantime would be     

appreciated, please feel free to share your ideas by email or calling the office.  Also 

don’t forget to stay connected by calling family and friends to check on them.  Just a 

reminder to those of you who are computer savvy to take advantage of the services that 

are live streamed. Information on those are posted elsewhere in this newsletter.  Please 

feel free to share any inspirational messages or sources you have with the congrega-

tion  through email or dropping them off at the office. 

     We have heard a lot of positive comments about the cross and the flowers in front of 

the church that was put up just before Easter.  Thank you to all who placed flowers 

there and a big thank you to Jim and Eileen Hakala for the great idea. 

     Although certainly not a replacement for Easter service, the Easter newsletter was 

very well received. Thank you to all who contributed to it. 

     The blood drive took place on April 2, and UP Health Systems was very happy with 

the 20 donors that came in and gave blood.  Thank you to all who supported this effort.  

     The new "Word in Season" devotionals are available in the usual place just inside the 

front door of the church. Pick one up when you’re in the area. 

     Great appreciation to United’s office manager, Alisa, for continuing to staff the office 

and keep the church functioning, along with our bookkeeper, Linda.    

     United’s custodian, Scott McGregor, is cleaning and waxing the floors on both levels 

of the church during this down time.  Thanks to Al Anderson, Charlie Bandacarri, Jim 

Waligursky, and Jim McGregor for helping to move the pews. 

     I will once again end with an adapted version of a prayer from Chris Harkness:  

"Grant us patience during the Covid 19 crisis.  The path to accepting Your will is not 

always an easy one.  Help us to trust that You will provide answers and the way.  Lord 

in your mercy hear our prayer." 

Stay safe, healthy, and United. 

God's blessings. 

Buck Peterson, council president 

MESSAGE FROM OUR CHURCH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
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FUNERAL CIRCLE     

ROTATION 

•Pearl Ross        

Priscilla Circle 

•Rachael Koivisto  

Rachael Circle 

•Diana Waligursky  

Sarah Circle 

•Linda Hammerberg                

Rebecca Circle 

United Lutheran Church 
906-875-6591      email: unitedluth@gmail.com       website: www.unitedluth.com 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dave Johnson (651)769-3365 

WORSHIP SERVICES CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. For updates check 

the church website, Facebook page, or call the church office. 

TEMPORARY office hours: Mon - Thurs: 8:30 – 11:30 pm.  

Congregation Chairman: Don Peterson  Office Manager: Alisa Nelson 

Bookkeeper: Linda Hammerberg   Custodian: Scott McGregor  

Organist: Rachael Koivisto               Choir director: Marsha Wainio 
 

Deadline for submissions for the June 2020 newsletter is May 28 at 10 am. Please let the 

office know of any changes to your address, phone number, or email. 

 Quiz Answers  

1.  You only have to be baptized once. (either as an adult or  

child) 

2. There are 66 books in the Protestant Bible. 39 in the Old       

Testament.  27 in New Testament 

3.  The first book of the Bible is Genesis. The last book of the    

Bible is Revelation. 

4.  The four Gospels are Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 

5.  The Gospel John begins with the words ‘In the beginning’. 

6.  Liturgy means ‘the work of the church—Christ in our heart’. 

7.  Amen means ‘So be it’. 

8.  Trinity is a state of being three and is represented by the     

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

9.  First commandment: I am the Lord your God. You shall have 

no other gods. 

10. The Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew and     

Aramaic . 

11. The New Testament was originally written in Greek. 

12.  The six seasons of the Lutheran church year are Advent, 

Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost 


